





THE POLITICAL EXAMINER. 


Party is he madness of many for the gain ef a few, Swtrr. 


ASSASSINATION OF MR. PERCEYAL,—HIS CLAIMS 
UPON US, AND CHARACTER. 


a 
Tae sensations of wonder ait@Pabhorrence, which this deed 
has excited all ever-the cougtsy, still continue to be in- 
tense, and are as creditable t6 the habils of the nation in 
one respect as they are natural to the feelings of every body 
The assassination of an: person, under any 
circumstances, has Jong been a singular event to witness in 
this land; and whea te the rarity of the crime are added 
the rank and public prominence of jt's unfortunate object, 
the surprise comes upon people with double force, and they 
are lost for a moment in a bewildering curiosity that can 
only break out in questions and exclamations, It is as if 
all Eugland were at one and the same moment beholding a 
man occupied in the nation’s concerns, and intent upon ne- 
thing but the business before him, when he suddenly dis- 
appears from before their eyes, and his roota, is filled up 
with outcries and horror. Never was the futility of homan 
calculations more completely exemplified. Mr. Percdvat 
had just felt himself. secure in his Ministry,—he had just 
cisposed of one question after another, without excepting 
the one that was thought a favourite, with the House,—it 
was but two days before, amidst the cheers of bis party, 
that he had made a triumphant comparison between them 
and his predecessors,—he was then, after the quiet and re- 
freshing interval of the Sabbath, eyming down to the House 
in the fullness of his confidence and the complacency of his 
anticipation,—nay, he was enteriog the very threshold of 
that Honse, and thinking perhaps, at the instant, of the 
future triumphs of a long and successful Administration, 
when the hand of an obscure individual, pointing from a 
corner, dashes down. his plagis and his existence at once, 
aad turns him into a corpse, —Thus had be been planning, 
toiling, and triumping, merely, in fact, to meet his own 
death: the success which he enjoyed was his (estruction ; 
and by the same rule, the ill-success of his rival candidates 
for the Ministry was the salvatiow of some eminent person 
of the opposite party ; for it appears that his office alone 
was the provocation, aud that if any other person had pre- 
rented himself, as a Minister, to the inechanical vengeance 
of the assassin, the pistol would have been at his breast. 
_~ When the mind, . ‘thus bewildered fur the moment. and 
tiven about with < enquiry, obtains leisure to confue it’s 
“tention to the vietinn, fhe first fecling, and a most ho- 
Marable one it is;—ts that of unmixed benevolence to- 
wards die deceased and his family ; and AS we mist na 
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turally be supposed lo operate cven to an excess in'the circle 
of those who.acted or thought with him, the only impulse 
for some dags is.to testify it by every means in their power. 
Acegrdingly the friends of the late Minister, both in Pac- 
liament add out-of it, have beca occupied during the past. - 
week in eulogizing his character and devising how to-re- 
ward it in making provision for his family. Now much 6€ 
what has been advanced on the one head, and just as much 
as was done at first on the other, may be pronounced right 
and proper:—for jt is fit that such parts of his character, 
as are acknowledged by ail to be praiseworthy, should ba 
remembered as they deserve ; and as it is the custom in 
this country to make pecuniary acknowledgements to the 
survivors of it’s. public.servants, all that was requisite to 
stamp the acknowledgement in this instance should have 
and has beea done. But whatever may be the feelings 
which every human being ought to have on the present 
occasion,—and they are such, we doubt not, as every 
Englishman has who is worthy of bis country,—it is the 
duty of those who prefer their country to an individual,— 
who prefer the interests of millions to the feelings of une 
family, —to deprecate all excess that can tend either Lo mis- 
lead our natiogs of public merit or toafford grounds of pro-~ ~~ 
vocation aod complaint to these upon whom the exigencies 
‘of the times are severely pressing ;—in plain terins, it is in- 
cumibent upon us to weigh the character of the deceased 
Minister with as much impartiality and reasonableness as 
we would that of any other person, and to #ce that ia doiog 
for his memory and survivors all that hig supposed friends 
would persuade us, we do not do.a preat deal tou much 
both for their real wants and for the interests of the state. 
These are the two main points for consideration in the pre- 
sent subject; and as the latter is connected with matters, 
that always throw an air of’ meanness upon enquiry, and 
that enter too much into English notions of making amends 
and paying honours, we shall get rid of it first as briefly 
as we can. The origioal sum intended for Mr, Percevac's 
children was 50,000/.,—with 20004. aycar for Mes. Pee- 
cevac; and now it is proposed to give a thousand a year 
to the eldest son, ,who is either at the University or about 
to go thither. The propricty of the original sum no one 
disputed; but the subsequeut proposaly have broken the 
uoanimity of those who discuss the provision; and the 
friends 6f Mr. Parcevat are called upon for their reasons. 
They aoswer thus; In the first place, they say, that he 
gave up a lucrative profession, at the request of his Sove- 
reizn, to take a leading part in the political world, and 
thereby sacrificed the interest of his family to those of the 
state ;—and in the second place, tfiat without such additi- 
onal provision, his children, and particularly. his eldest son, 
ace deprived of their proper means of acquiring a fit cduca- 
tion. “To apeet entertions eae Sale that pereont 
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are never in the habit of entering upon a public line of life 
purtly to gratify another, or without an original impetas of 
their own; and that, whether they are or not, the pro- 
ceeding must be regarded as that sacrifice of interest to a 
sense of daly er to inclination, which makes up its mind to 
consequences and balances the pleasure ‘of one purstit 
against the profit of another;—and it is replied secondly, 
that a Minister’s family consisting of a lady and twelve chil- 
dren in possession of yearly 7000/. a-year, must be pre- 
sumed as capable of procuring the latter good educations as 
that of a country gentleman in similar circumstances, for a 
good education is the same in all cases, and thousands of 
persons with those means have been.as well grounded in 
learning as the wealthiest of families. But the truth is, 
that before the House proceeded td discass what should or 
should not be given to Mr. Peacevac’s family, er rather 
what should have been given them over and above the sum 
which is thought requisite to express it’s general acknow- 
Jedyment of bis services, it should have understood what 
assistance the family really wanted: Wheti tliis had been 
ascertained, the Houst, if it pleasod, might have iiidulged 
jt’s liberality to the very utmost of what a fainily of it’s 
yatk ‘and connexions might be‘ supposed to requise; but 
Till such a proceeding lad takea place, the Members were 
at best discussing the matter in darkness, and without any: 
thing to inform them, whether they: were providing fur 
requisite comforts of only wasting the public money upon 
coffers already filled, Such was the view which Mr. W. 
Suira took of the subject, and we cangot conclude. this 
part of the subject belter then by extracting his speech as 
it appeared in the Times,—observing only by the way, that 
although Mr. Percevar was a charitablé he was by no 
soeans 2 carcless mau, and that his widow, however unfor- 
tuvate and however cordially to be pitied in every other re- 
spect, isrepresented by rumour as possessing much for her fa- 
mily in point-of sybstance and a great deal more in expec- 
tations, ** Mr. Witctas Suiva said, the morc he heard the 
subject discussed, he was the more strongly convinced he 
ought to vole fer the original proposal, and that the Re- 
sulution which had been added to it last night.was found- 
ed in error. The House had, in the most emphatic and 
npanimous madner, marked their just indignation and ab- 


horrence of the atrocivus deed which had deprived them of 


av Worthy and Honourable a Member—they had farther 
expressed a unahimeds determination to provide fur his fa- 
ruily. » In furtherance of this, they. bad as unanimously 
azreed to the whole of the grant proposed by his Majesty's 
Mia sicrs for that purpose; after which, an Hon. Gentle- 
inan, taking advantage of the feelings which he saw at that 
moment possessed the Committee, brought forward a third 
Mesvlution. going to a much greater extent and which the 
Vommitice bad thought proper to adopt. , That however, 
in his (Mr. Sorrra’s) opinion, was rather @ question af 
judgment than of feeling; and it would not have been 
amiss if the question had been adjourned to thut day s’en- 
night. ; The great stress of. the arguments seemed to be 
that Mrs, Percevst’s income was by do: means sufficjent to 
evable her to educate her children in a manner suitable to 
their rank and situation in life; bul how could any one tell 
what that income is?, Would the House think it proper. to 
inquire into that income? He deprecated voting such a 
suin on the'spur of an occasion. The House ought rather, 
as had been well expressed by the worthy Member for 
Yorkshire (Mr. Witeenronce) to have confined therrselves 
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to a sum that would effectually shew their respect for ti,. 
family of Mr. Percevar, ind their sympathy ip thei; ;,. 
reparaljle loss, than any very ample provision fur Particular 
parposes. This had already led to another proposal, which 
might produce a still farther one ; and there was no know. 
ing where it might end.” 

Just however as these remarks appear to have been, the 
ill effects Of a superfluous provision of this nature are of g 
very temporary and partial nature, and nothing at all ip. 
deed, compared withthe danger of those unwarraytable 
and excessive evlogies which the partizans of the late yy. 
nisters are now heaping upon his memory. Let us be just ty 
the private individual; bat lebus nol, by exagverating the 
services and character of the public Minister, endeavour 
to overcome the understanding of the nation through its 
feelings, and be unjust'to our own political welfare. My 
Percevac, it Appears, was a very worthy man, in private, 
—an exemplary husband, father, and friend, and adorned, 
a8 that triple character must imply, with the noble quali. 
lies’ of good temper and generosity. There is no one, 
ainong the bitterest. of his opponents, wlio cau be inser. 
sible tu virtues of such anature; and among others of that 
class, we can staté for our own parts, that we regard his 
memory on that account with feelings that make us doubly 
regret his political errors,—calculated as they were, iv our 


opinion, to injure thousands of husbands, fathers, and 


friends, who compose ovr beloved country, and to add 
anetber dangerons cxainple to the list of those pol-ticians 
whose private and public characters have been singular) 
at variance. We cannot but regret also, at the same 
time, that snch of Mr, Peacevac’s opponents as knew him 
privately, should haye delayed the commendations they 
had to bestow, till the moment that forced them out. To 
judge froni the pst speeches and writings of some of those 
persons, who have now passed from Satire to eulogy in 
speaing of him, we must have conéluded that they real’y 
thonght him one of the meanest and corruptest of nen ; 
bat he isnow ao more ;—and isit thea because they are freed 
froin his:vivalry, or because they are’ conscious of their 
injustice, that they are new throwing panegyricks into his 
grave? The ciseumstance is extremely honvurable to hin, 
but very far, in ofr opiniody, from being so to themseltes. 
It is thought liberal, on these oceasions, to speak as kind!y 
and largely as-pessible of the memory of the deceased, and 
there appears tobe a desire to make. up for past exagge- 
rations of an ill description by exaggerations of a good: 
but this is something, very distinct 4com a true liberalily 
it. may rather be accounted an effusion of the nerves nd 
a compromise with uneasy recollections ; for it wauld be 
sheer baseness not to acknowledge what we consider 
good qualities in the character of ane who is dead, wheres 
justice and a true spirit make their acknow!edgment while 
he ie living and in the midet of us, The Zeqminer 
safely assert, that it as always endeavoured to act up \” 
this principle, and it woald have done so with regard 
Mr. Peacevar, had it known what it new beer hed 
the panegyricks upon his good qualities procceded bither'’ 
from any other than the most veal aud pollysgd mouths 

It might be said, that if this is ogg opi ought 
have enquired into his character-befgrey: but our want @ 

political aequiintances, and our task of contemplating pe? 





ple solely in their public spheres, myst be our apolog' 


we bave. never gaid any thing against the private go 


qralities of Mr. Pancrvar; and it is the busivers of * 
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of a.regard for lives,—3dly, the coinage of a paper mo- 
ney—aad the Orders in Council, which are nuw filling the 
coun!ry With bankrupts ead beggars,—and 4thly, the bare- 
faced vindication of the trafic for seats, the interestad 
and hateful stand always made in defence of sinecures 
and reversions, and the protestations, natural enough asa 
corollary to those proceedings, but only the more ob- 
noxious as such, which were sure to take place whea- 
enough to imitate what they have face enough to praise, | ever the word Reform was mentioned in the House, 
These men may now sce of what nse toa pohliciag is the To c.Pittile perversenesses were added small- minded 
freedom from those vices, which they are ia the ‘hats views @f his own with regan! to the Catholics; ine 
regardiag as nothing at all in the characters of the great, — deed, the whole system of Mr. Pirr was so dete- 
as things unworthy of mestion, or fit only for revolutionists | rioraled in, the hands of his disciples in point of all that was 
to make a noise about, They tell us that the private virtues | strong and imposing, that they always presented,one the 
of Mr. Penenvav compelled the resyect of his adversaries,— | idea of paliticians who were intended only to be the mee 
that they sinvothed the difficulties of business, conciiated chanical instruments ef a higher mind; and this in fact 
the jarrings of conflicting interests, and above all, held out | was precisély the case, Mr, Peacevac and his friends only 
an example equally rare and useful in the state. What then | succeeding to their master’s power upon the strength of 
must be the consequences of the reverse of all this? Sure. | the corruptinus and prejudices he had left behind him, and 
ly that the private vices of ruling mev compel the disre- of old narrowness of thinking ia a certain quarter, to which 
spect of their adversarics,—that they obstruct the puths of | in the humility of their ambition and the congeniality of 
business, increase the jarrings of conflictigg interests, and { theit own fashion of intellect, they were prepared to 
above all, hold out an example equally common and perni- | shape themselves and stick fast as long as was requisite, 
Gous in the state. Let them compare the two pictares; ; Su far, however, it is possible to. altibute Mr. Peacevar’s 
and then proceed, if they chuse, to pancegyrize debauched | errers to want of judgment; s» far it is possible to account 
Princes, and Coortiers without a character, for bis wrong views, and his cuarseness of scent in what he 
Whatever praise, however, is due to Mr. Percevan's | pursued, by reducing his political sagacily to a sheer dull- 
memory, as that of a worthy domestic man, and however | ness of scnse:—hbut there is ove part of his public life, 
exalted are those virtues of temper and generosity which | which, until his friends shall thiek proper to furnish as - 
he appears to have esitited, Weefiud it impossible, in | with the explanations which  he_ bimself refused, must 
reviewing the actions of his political life, to recogeile his! continue to present an inexplicable imconsisteacy with his 


public with his private character, or to infer from ages ch - for integrity, and to make ug deubt whether he 
ueval contemplation of both, that he is altogether to be | wss not one of those dangerous politicians, who have dis~ 
tinct notions of right and wrong for private and public con- 


regarded as a8 @ men of an extraerdinary cast of mind, or 

asa spirit of the highest order even in virtue. His talents | duct,—those men, in short, who, contented with a general 

sem to have amounted, in contfct, to a superiority of | consciousness of good behaviour, aud sophisticating to 

ii'rigue over men whom it was little honeur to exce!, and | themselves about the beauty and goudness of their objects, | 

it speech, lu a readiness of reply, whieh provided | so | will do wrong things in order to further their views aud 
We allude to the means by which, ia concert 
[ 


impartial journalist only to know what he sees and hears 
oul in the world, It is with a free comcicnce, thercfore, 
that we join the universal ve ice in pu yiag our contribu- 
tions to his private memory. 5 and we vuly wish that some 
of those political friends of his, from highest to lowest, 
who affect to be so deeply impressed with his domestic 
virtues and general character, woul! prove to us that théy | 
are not playing the hypverite, and that they have devency 









many Words were ullered.and so many asserlious made, kncw ia 
itself sure of its majority, “In all that we have witnessed | with other circumstances, it Is supposed he obtained his 
of his measures, we should be glad to have pointed out to | hold on the new Sovereign. It is well known, that to 
" us one original or sucecssful feature, which announces any | account for the strange and shameful separation which the 
superior intellect of his own; and in all that we have read | Prince of Waves made between himself and his Consort, 
of his speeches, we should be equally glad if any body can | certain stories -were industriously circulated to the disad- 
call to mind or discover one single senicnee, remarkable | vantage of the latter, and that these stories, the tendency 
lor nuvelty or profundity, one that mizht be quoted as a | of which was evidently.so fatal to the individual and alarm- 
maxim or food for thinking, end at ali resembling those | ing to the state, were subsequently investigated by a set 
that are to he found by hundreds in the speeches of such | of judges appointed for that purpose, Mr. Pencevat 
men as Fox and Bunxe.—His pol:ties, to speak generally, | was her Royal Highness’s Counsel on this Yccasion, and 
We lake to have been a poor imitation of Mr, Pirt's, of | the result of his defence and bis convictions in her favour 
whom he was an avowed and adoring disciple. His votes | was a Beuk, printed, it is said, under his immediate super- 
Whew oat of office, and his plaus when in, exbibited the | inteadance, and containing aa account of ibe whole trans- 
action’ from it's causes to it’s conclusion. Now what 


- fame torn for a disregard of .cxperience aud ‘of constitn- Cr 
tional feeling, that is to gay, the same turn for desperate | could be the use.of such a pubjication but to aequit or 


coalitions, the same turn for ill-weighed and ill-eondycted | condemn her Royal Highness in the reader's opinion, abd 

expeditions, the same dowubill recklessness “in” finance, | to make aa impression upon us accordingly respecting the — 
ond the sue use of Parlivmentury corruption uuder its | treatment she had experienced ? That it acquitted her ap- 
‘wot provoking and disgusting featurcs. ‘Tv prove, this, | peared to be obvious from the quarter whence it issued ; 
ve need only mention to those who are accustomed to-| and that ¢‘really did su, at any rate in Mr. Pencevar's 
take an impartial and historical view of publi measures, | judgment, was plainly acknowledged by himsclt the other 
Iatly, the foolish re-excitement to arpa of Austria and of day in the House of Commons, whem-he capressed his en- 
Prowia,—ndly, the preposterous expedition to Walche- | tire convielion of her Royal Highness’s innoceuce.. Yet 
Fen, and still worse, the subsequent delay of the arma-| this Counsel, so ardent ia her defence, so convinced of 
Neat ia that deadly spot in the very teeth of uecessity and | her innocehee, apd su busy ia making a record of bet 

4 


* 
’ 








wrotgs fur the convictien of others, suddenly begins to 
buy up the copics of it at an enormous expense ; and 
why? Seemingly for no uther reason, thgn because he had 
fveud reason to aller his views according to circunmstanecs, 
and because the exisignce of that bouk was sufficient to give | 
hint the held he wished. while its cir: ulation might pro- | 
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to virtue, humane, reasonable, well-tempered, and red 
ing his good theory to practice in the ordinary intercours 
of life; but from an anderstanding rether shrewd thon 
solid, and from notions of prepriety ratier formed Upon 
staid habits of coweurrcuce in what he thought best in ji: 
sphere of actiun, than upon any deep reflection aud elev. 


i 


uc. 


duce awkward feelings between his new master and him- | tion of sentiment, liahic to be'carried away by expedse. 
self, and 4o prevent it was thus become a price of his re- | cies and sophistications fur what he thought a good object, 


tention in office. If these very obvious sospicions are not 
well franded, lew are we to account for his desertion of 
her Reyal Highness? Tow are we to account for it too 
ot tie very moment of all others when the desertion be- 
come suspicious? And how are we to'reconcile his cha- 
ricter foe being a fast friend and an upright politician 
with the double fet, that he deserted her at one moment, 
aad wat competied to speak well of her the next ?—We 
leave these suspicions and questions to the consideration ef 
those whe can answer them best, and shall be truly 
happy to be the first to acknowledge their injustice, 
if ever it can he proved; but we repeat, that 
till then, the indiseriminate evlogies that: are passed 
upon the late Misister are deficiewt ia a moral as well in- 
tellectual sense, though not in the same degree ; and that 
the persons who pronounce them, whe:her from blindness 
of gtlachwent, from weakness of perception, or from qil- 
fyi insoleace of party, are only doing a scrious injury both 
1a the memory of their favourite and to the moral taste 
of the gation. Asa part of this iviry, at feast in the 
latter respect, weshould consider the monument that is to 
be erected to him in Westninster Abbey, did not the vir- 

he really give him a better clair to one 


t an a that ‘i bie, 
Ch ale carers that rei ble, gad ba 


days, suggests fittle more than that of a blye ribbon or an 
Alderman's chain. It isa litle in stonc, almost as liable 
te be il-bestowed a9 2 nominal one,—a sort of political 
petrefaction, which grows aver insig ci fidggaist bodies as well 
at clhers, and os often iaclodes the foulést as well as fairest 
of ervatares, , The different feeling and justice, with which 
each rewards ave bestewed when they are left to lime and the 
nation on one hand, or the moment and the government on 
the other, cannot be beticr seen then in the rarity and select- 
ness of pootical monuments compared with political. Au 
Aostew indeed creeps iu occasionally among the Shak- 
epearce and Spencers, and a Milton,—a republican poet,— 
is excluded ; bet we have no crowd of Lovibonds, Jagos, 
wid Whiteheads, as we have of a hundred nameless coys- 
jiers and placemen long since forgotten ; and therefore, as 
moguments go, we vould much rather seg Mr. Perceval’s 
private virtues exhibited in stone, than all which the 
aud the writer of cpitayhs could do for Me. Pitt 
M. Setting aside his generosity, and ely goi 

up mo ona sce the genint. conitor of he ges 









es oe iene ee 
Prende with a fair face of example and oxial Rinioae 


“seal entitle hiia, in our opinion, to the honours of such a 

reelection more than the deeds of & thousand feverish 

> pobticians, who blaze but to oy, avd make ay all. 
wretched uuder pretence of makivgus zreat, 

the ter of the late 


Uj.* the whele, to eum up 

Mintster, as it appears to us from all we koow of finn, 

we Wiohld provoynce him a man ofexcelient dispositivus | 
> he” eo 








aud therefore mot fit to take a great aud saving part in , 
gation on the decline, which nothing but a miad of great 


elements and a return te primitive institations caa ‘Pestore. 


He was a well-disposed man, an excellent relation, aud q 
weak minister. 
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IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 


a RI 
Monday, May lI. 
ASSASSINATION. OF MR. PERCEVAL. 

. The Teuse of Lords had finshed hearing. Counsel in an ap. 
peal case, and were proceeding with the reading of some pri- 
vate bills, when a bustling noise, as of a great number of peo. 
ple in cenfusion, was heard without doers, The business was 
interrupted, and a few moments of silence ensued in the House ; 
all the Peers, of wham a considerable number had assembled 
to proceed with the evidence ow the Petitions agulast the Or. 
ders in Council, looking towards the doors, Presently a ery 
was heard, ** Mr. Perceval’s shot-——Mr. Perceval’; shot,”—A 
Gentleman, connected with one of the Parliamentary Offce:, 
rashed in, in the utmost agitation and alarm, Most of the 
Peers came to the bar, and the offiger mentioned wat instantly 
sarrounded hoth by rhcir Lordships and those without the bar, 

making the wost eaget enquiries,” wit he gave was, 
that he was standing close by Mr. Perceval, in the lobby of the 
Ilouse of Commens, when a pistul was fired at Mr, Perceval, 
who uttered a ery of ** murder,” staggered two or three paces, 
fell on his side, and then rolled on his face, The afficer then 
came trway; bat he said he believed that * Mr, Perceval was 
dead,”’—Na douht could bow he entertained as to Mr, Perce- 
wal having been shot at; but a gleam of hope stit! appeared, 
that he might only have been severely, not mortally, wounded, 
—Some of the Lords, upon the first mention of the circumstance, 
had rushed out to asecetain the fact; they Were now followed 
by most of the rest, hardly any exeept the Lord Chancellor and 
three of the Bishops remaining bebiad,. These continued tbeir 
inquiries nt the harg but the who brought the intell- 
geuce could state ao additional circumstance, thangh also %- 
satled with questions by thaeec on the outside af the bar, The Lords 
who had gone out at length began te return, The eyes uf thove 
who remained were rivetied on thé coumenance of him who 
first approached, and hope vanished, Their Lordships crow ded 
tagether peur the Woelsack, avd continued for a few minuies 
in earnest private conversation: a call of © Seais, seats,” lol 
lowed, and the Lords sut down, 

The Lago Cuancetcor.—t am not certain my Lords, 
whether what | am now about te ty ta in exact covformity 











with the ardees of your Ly ouse 5 but there may be 
occ whea a rigid Ce 10 orders, established far ibe 
jence of ordinary business, dead Ww the greatest de- 





order, . } hnye just been informed. of a most melancholy wd 
atrocioas event, which line happened ig the loliby of the oiher 
louse, Ta this sittxtion L feel it thy daty to apprise your 
Lordships, thet I shall take eare qo give the directions 
to the Officeys, that oone ge out of the deors of (Wis Howe of 
Pariiameat tilt we have ‘been fully satirfied that they have oot 
the menns of deing farther mischief. (This was noderuced ” 
have reference to a decverminaiion that those below the bar should 
he searched hy the Offivers as they went out, #0 far as to» 


certain whether they Kad Bre-arins ¢ buy shis precaution brew 





appe 
hile 
rons 
How 
Com 
the a 
Pe 
that | 
press 
eceu! 
to fo 
wast 
was : 
Ai le 
ships 
Th 
seen t 
hite 
take : 
prope 
Lo 
this? 
Th 
dead | 
blouse 
viandi 
La: 
Me. ] 
whal | 
in the 
Lar 
their | 
might 
wards 
het Ca 


ar we 















aherwards to have been considered.as uhnecessary, and the re- 
solution was not ia. ' si 

Their Lordships continued their private conversation azar t 
Woolsack for some tiaie tanger, while some went out and others 
reverned at intervals, The fact of Mr. Perceval’s death now 
xppeared certaid; and the question, what proceeding it was 
piting for the House to adopt under the circumstances, was next 
comidered, Some mention was made of a Message from the 
House of Commons, It was thea stated that the House 
Commons had adjourned 5 and it was suggested this might. be 
the mast preper course for their Lordships. 

Previows to adjourning, however, it was agreed on all hands 
‘at it would be proper to address the Prince Regent, to et- 
press the seutiments of the House en the melancholy aud horrid 
oceyrrence, Noone doubted she fact of the assassination ; bat 
ro found wpon it such a proceeding as that of an Address, it 
vas necessary to have it established ina formal manner, There 
was some doubt as te the made ia which this shoald be done, 
si length there was a call.of * sents, seats,” and their Lord- 
corps resumed their seats on the beaches, 

The Dake of Cumnpeatann thea rose, and said, having 
wen the Right Hon, Me, Perceval wounded and dead, T think 
hi to communicate this fact to your Lordships, that you may 
mike such measures upon it-as te your Lordships shall seem 

roper, 

Lord Eceenpornovucn.—Where did the Noble Duke see 
this? 5 

The Duke of Cumpratnand.—TI saw Mr, Perceval lying 
dead iv a chair in the Speaker's Chamber, off the lobby of the 
Howse of Commoas’ with a Surgeon and several other persons 
vianding by him, 

Lod Bucexporovau,—We still have no etidence how 
Mr. Perceval came by his death, whether by fire-nems, «* io 
what other manner, All we knew from this is that he is dead, 
in the Speaker's Chamber, 


Lord LiaveRPoOL suggested, that the declaration of one of 


tieit Lordships epon bis honour ‘as te his belief of the fact, 
might be sniticient ground for the Address; byt after a few 
words from Lord Hottana, the purport of which we could 


wat collect, it was agreed to call witnesses to the bar, and the 


ar was immediately cleared for that purpose. 


\Ir. Taytor, one of the door- keepers of the House of Com- 
mons, was (hen called to the bary and examined by the Lord 
Chaacetlor, who had left the woolsack, and taken his seat at 


the Committee table, 
Q. What is your name ?—A, Taylor. 


Q. You are an Officer belonging to- the House of Commons, 


tre you ?--A. Tum, my Lord, 


Q. What do you hoow in respect te Mr. Perceval? state 
what you know to the Howse,—A. My Lords, Tsaw Mr, Per- 
eval inthe lobby of the House of Cummons: I saw a pistol 
Ward at him, aad at the same instant 1 saw the fire; and im- 


Pedigtely after L saw Mr, Perceval fall, 
Q. Dit you hene the report of the pistol A, I did. 


Q. Did Mr, Perceval fall immetiately after PA. He did, 


»y Lord, ; 


L 
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Mr. Taylor’s evidence heing so directly to the point, their 
“idships did pot think it necessary to examine any mote wit- 
fraes. The Lord Chancellor again took bis seat on the weo)- 










Lords Grey, Fitawilliam, Winchilsea, Mulgrave, Chichester, 
Radaor, Holland, Bathurst, Etlehherough, and others, were 
then appointed to go up with the Address forthwith, These 
Nable Lords went out immediately for that purpose, aod the 
House adjourned, 
Tuesday, May 12, 
THR LATE MR, PBRCEVAL, 

The House wet at a quarter past three o'clock. Lord Bl. 
lenhoroagh took the weolkack instead of the Lord Chaneettar, 
whe had uot arrived, Afier prayers, on the motion of Lora 
Bathurst, the House adjourned ducing pleasure, aud ae busi- 
fess was done until five o'clock, The Loed Chancellor then 
came into the House, evidently deeply affected, and a silent 
pruse of some minutes ensued, 

The Duke of Yoa then rose, and stated, that he bad Je 
his hand the Auswer of the Prince Regent to the Address af the 
Howse, respecting the assawination of Mr, Perceval, whieh, 
with their Lordships permission, he wauld deliver at the table, 

The Answer was given in, and read by the Clerk, Th ean 
tained ouly a few words, which were merely an echa te the Ad> 
dressy—** That his Royal Highness the Prince Regent partici- 
puted in the sentiments of barrer felt by their Lordships at the 
utrocious marder of Me, Perceval, and would take the requisite 
monsures to ring the perpetrators te justice,” 

The Earl of Liverroor stated, that he Nad a Message from 
his Royul Highness the Prince Regent, which he desired might 
be read. 

The Lornp Cuancetror took the Mewage, which, from 
his reading, we could only collect that it related to Me, Pet. 
ceval, His Lordship's feelings appeared quite to averpo wet 
him, The Address.was then, in the ordinary fogm, handed t6 
the Clerk, who read ttaloud, It wasas follows: 

** Geonar P, R, 

** The Prince Regent, deeply Impressed with the severe log 
his Royal Highnessand the Country has sustained in comsequence 
of the murder of the Right Hon, Spencer Perceval, and heing 
desirous of marking his sense of the public and private virtues 
of Mr, Perceval, and of afurding relief and assistance to bis nue 
merous and afflicted family, recommends to the House of Come 
mons to enable his Ruyal Highness, la the anme and on the be- 
half of his Majesty, te make such proviston for the widew and 
family of the Right Hoo, Spencer Perceval as io the justice aud 
liberality of Parliament may seem proper.” ‘* G, P, R,” 

The Earl of Liveapoos wid, that he should not do justice 
to his own feelings, if he were to adhere sirietly to the ordinary 
form, aud postpone the canideration of the Message evén far 
ove day. Heshould, therefore, immediately move an Answer 
of concurrence, It wauld be unworthy of ihe present melange 
choly occasion to mix what be had to say with any pelitical 
questions whatever, Be was sure the feelings of every one of 
theic Lordships would go alo: @ with him, and that an political 
differences would be permitied to interfere with this Gibue uf 
tespect for the memory of Mr. Perceval—that good and eacel- 
lent man, who used his best endeavours toipromoie the truce 
interests of his country. His heart was two full to allow him 
to dwell upon the many private virtwenof his departed frigad 5 
but this much he would my, that there were few men-—indeed 
he knew ne man with more virtues,—o09 man With fewer faults, 
If ever there was one less likcly than anather to be the 









a : personal ke aud resentwent, Mr. Perceval was that wan. 
: ¢ RaDyOR moved a Resolution, “ That an humble A@ man without @ particle of guile, it was Me. 
~~ be presemed to his Royal Highncsd the Prince Regert dwell ao farther, at present, upon this 
cee of the horror which this House feels at the melancholy subject, bet enaciude with moving an Addrets w 
Conan ™ Perce i noe es of eS » in eee to hie emnet> % assuring his 
nd to pray hness- the ouse participated ‘ Impreee 
the Speediest and most. effeciualr : ‘6 wo , : pene felt of the severe noe his 
ey af the crime 14 justiee,””” : Royal Llighness and ihe y panier by the murder 
ing ee the motion, He snid a very few words, | of Mr. Perceval y”—and so un, echoing Me Menage as usual. 









voice, as if overpowered by his feelings 5 cdn- 


¢ ed that the H | | 
leding wink this—"* that he most completely and , 9 con | trom ' vue would. give 


him credig- 
“srreé in the mmotion,” , 4 


be motiog war . ; ade ’ ar 
unanimously agreed io. It was immediately: 

jaunt And agreed 10, that the , presented 
"Wy by Lends lly appeloted for that purpose. 
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of the mieasure of makiog provision for the namerons family of 
nu public servant, who, by such on event as this, wos deprived 
of the opportunity of making provision for then: himself, Might 
he, however, be permitied t say, that the purpose would 
have been better answeted—that the House would have better 
coneulted its own dignity, and acted with a juster feeling of pro- 
pricty, if it adhered to the usval form, and adopted this p:o- 
position with more deliberation. He could nat at present bring 
liimself to criticize the words of the-Messuge and Address; tut 
having declared his participation in the sentiments of horror 
which such an event #48 calculated tu excite, he owed it to 
his own honour,—to his consistency, to say, that he mast not 
be understood to concur in any erpressions of approbation of 
services which he had all along coudemned, This he said to 
prevent any future misrepresentation ; and, therefore, if there 
were in the Address any words of the description which he had 
mentioned, he must be considered as concurring init only in the 
sense and with the qualification which he bad stated, One 
word more, The Noble Earl had adverted nat only to the pub- 
Tic services, bat to the private worth of Mr. Perceval, In 
early life he had the happiness of being in habits of greater in- 
timacy with Mr. Perceval than at a later perinds and he de- 
clared it to be his conviction, that with regard to the private 
virtues of Mr. Perceval, the Noble Ear! bad aot said one word 
too mach,—( Tlear, hear!) 

Tt was thea agreed, on the motion of Lord Liverproet, 
that the whele House shoold go up with the Address, which had 
been onwimously carried. 

Lord LivenProot then proposed that the Ifonse should ad- 
jou for some days after to-morrow, with an understanding 
that even to-morrow nothing should come ov that wag likely to 
occasion a difference of opinion. ) 

Fart Grey.catled the atientionof the Noble Lord fo the in- 
convenience suffered by the witnesses attending ta give evidence 
on this subject, and the public importance in the préscnt cir- 
cumstances, of enabling them to go aud soperintend their work- 
mien. 

The Lonn Caanceucon thought the House ought only to 
adjourn from day to day, that it might be ready for any event 
that might happen in the present state of ferment; but he de- 
clared it to be of the greatest moment that the examination of 
witnesses should not proceed for some days, 

EAST INDIA TRADE. 

The Marquis of Lansvowwe presented a Petition froiw the 
Corporation of London against the admission of the Outport. 
we ashare of Bast India impdértation, chiefly on the geaund thar 
the Petitioners had invested a great capital io warehouses, &c. 
for the purposes of trade, which would he lost to them anless 
the trade was continued on its presept feating, The Noble 
Marquis gave nd opinion on the subject; but stated, that the 
Petition dese; ved the most seriWus cuonsideration,—Laid on the 


tuble.—Adjourned, 


Fn rn | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
en. oe 
r Monday, May I}. ‘ 

The House went ints a Commitice on the Orders in Council, 
‘The first witness called was Rabert Hamilton, manufacturer 
of cartheyware in Stafurdshire, 

Mr. Steratn was in the course of his cross-examinaion, 
when abou! quarter past five o'clock the repott of a pistol shor 
‘was heard in the Howe and Gallery; it did not at first imerrupt 
the business of the House—a rush was heard bet cen the dear 
nd the bar, and erie: of order, A whisper ran round that 
Somebody wns shot, and it was soon learot that as My,’ Perceval 
owas entering the lobby, he was shot by a persdn of the name of 
‘Rellingham, « ho hag placed bimmelf for that purpose at the side 
of the door leading from the stone staircase. Mr, Perteval was 
Jo company with Lord F, Osborne, and immediately on receiving 

His Whith entered the lefi breast, he staggered and fell 
ale e ae ; WW. Smith, who was standing near the second 

“a Phi Opty Rards he wiiered were, “* Oh! 
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ea inarticalate, the sound dying bei w cen 
Piattently iakey up by Mr, Smiuh, who did | 
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not recognize him untif he had looked in his face, The reno, 

of the pistol immediately drew great nimbers to the spt, ae 
assisted Mr, Smith in conveying the body of Mr. Perceval ;, 
the Spenker’s apartments, but before he reached them, ail sien 
of life bad departed, Mr. Percevul’s Corpse was placed my 
a bed, and Mr. Lyor, of Great Georgt-street, who Wad been 
sent for, arrived, but too late even to witness the last symptow 
of exptring existence, He found that the ball, which was or 
an unogually large size, had penetrated the heart near its centre 

and had passed completely through it, From thence the bods 
was removed to the Speaker's drawing-room, by Mr, Lynn avd 
ceveral Memlbrers, ard it was laid on the sopha,—The herres 
occasioned by the assassination prevented any attention fram 
being paid to other persons, and it was vot antil the Right Hou. 
Gentleman was raised from the flour that a person belongiag (o 
the Vote Odfice exclaimed, ** Where is the rascal that Grea :” 
when a person of the name of Bellingham, who had been unob- 
served, siepjed up to him, and coolly ohset ved, * [ am the m- 
fortunate man,.”’ He did not make any attempt to éseape, 
though he had thrown away the pistol by which he had perpe- 
trated the horrid dead, but resigned himself quietly into Uc 
hands of some of the bye-standers. They placed him upon a 
bench near the fire-place, where they kept bi, and all the 
deers were closed, and the egress of any persons prevented, 
When the as-assin was: interrogated as ta his motive for this 
dreadful act, he veplied, ** My name is Bellingham; it is a 
private injury—IT know what L heave done—ITt was a denial 
of justice on the part of Government,”” At this time the pri- 
soner wis in no legal custody, but was surrounded by many 
Mem'!wrs, who insisted that he should be taken into the body 
of the Meuse, The criminal was however previously searched, 
to which he made oo resistance, And upen his person were fou | 
n Steel pistal, leided, aheut seven ingles in length (the fellow 
‘to that with which he bad effected Dis fatal purpose, which hal 
been secured) with @ short screw barre), and a bundle of papers 
folded like letters, Twa Messengers, Wright and Skelton, «bea 
canveyed the prisoner to the Bar of the Ifouse of Commons, 
where the utmost confusion and anxiety prevailed, The Speaker 
had quitted the Chair, but or hearing the afflicting intell sence, 
he returned and resumed his seat, Order having been restored, 
General Gascoyne said in an audible voice, ** LT think TP kuow 
the villain,” and walking up to the assassin, and looking in bi 

face inquired, ** Us not ,0ur name Bellingham?” He returue 
no answer, but by sinking his head, and stood afierwards mo 
tionless, and apparently campased, resting Ms hands upon Ure 
Bar, and looking directly forwards to the Chair, 

The Sreakcr thew proposed that the criminal should be 
conveyed to the prisoo-room, and that a Magistraie should be 
sent fur to rereive.the examination of the witnesses of the shockin: 
trensnction.—- (ffTear, hear! j—He also stated, that in order thai 

| the prisoner micht be bess able to attempt an escape, oF a recur 

| we efected ty accomplices, it Would be fit that he should be 

| condacted. to the piace of confinement, not threugh tie lob!y 
where the murder hud been perpetrated, but through the pr 
vate avenues round the House, 

This praposal was higily approved, and the Speaker further 
said, that it might render the detention of the criminal more 
secure if Members waula precede, iu erder to see that all (he 
pasenges were clenr, ea 

A great many Gentlemen iomediately rose to comply wit 
the request, when Ow een 
‘Mr. Waitereay, tn a tone of voice whith betrayed th 
difhewtty he fett in commanding Wis fey » Sheerved that fe 
prevent: confusion it would be better if those’ Members 
should go before fur the purpose of sceing that'4he pases” 
were clear were named from the Chair, or the eageror’s of alt 
‘as Sanit undertaking would prevent its proper executive. 

ear! , ore Nad 

The Speaxen added, that tt wovld be right that the tm 
precaution should be used, not ouly lest the criminal shoatd - 
jure others, but should attempt vieleuce on himself.—( le" 


Tam mar- | hear! )—tHe theo named Mr. Whitbready Mr. Long, 904 


Boothe, whe directly left the House to clear the avenues to'* 
ptison-room, The Laine of several other Mexevge™ ~ 



















————— 
meal 


; ollowed with Bellingham in their cusiedy, and 
called v yhadsonr by Lord Ossulston, Mr. Villiers, Mr. 
Oey bo Mr. Wharton, Mr. Pole, and abuut ten others, 
Oar sreskit also directed that all Members who were 
Magistrates of Middlesex, a8 _ ell as all persons who had wit 
cewed any part of the transaction, should attend the Committee 
ty examine and give evidence. : 

Sir C. Burner produced the loaded pistol taken from the 

risoner, and another Member the bundle of papers fuuad ia his 
a pocket. —The House was then adjourned, 
Tuesday, May 12. 
PRINCE REGENT’S MESSAGE RELATING TO MR, 
PERCEVAL. 

Lord CaSTLeEReaGH brought up a message from the Prince’ 
Regent.—( See the Lords. ) 

Lord Casttercacn said he was sure that he was antici-; 
pated by the feelings of the House, and of the empire, in the 
sentiments of sorrow and regret which he now rose to express 
an a subject so painful and afflicting to the country at large. 
The subject might, indeed, have been brought forward by one 
who, from his eloquence, (Mr, Ryder) was far more able to 
do it justice; but as the feelings of that Hon, Gentlemau were 
too powerful for such an effort, he trusted that he should not be 
thought presumptuous in venturing himself to address the House, 
He felt, igdeed, with certainty, that no eloquence was neces- 
ary to rouse the indignation and sorrow of the House om this 
limen‘able vecasion, Whatever difference existed as to potitical 
feeling, there was but one feeling as to the atrocity of the uct 
of assassiuation,—an act so abhorrent from the principles of our 
nature, and so new to the annals of this nation, . Jf the House 
required any inducement to guide-them in their decision on this 
question, they might contemplate the private virtues of Mr, 
Perceval; while a the same time it was to be recollected, that 
the loss now incurréd was the loss of a public servant, engaged 
inthe zealous and coascientious discharge of his duty; and that 
‘arose from his firm and sincere conviction that the cinims pre- 
vented to him did not deserve the notice of Parliament, which 
had now subjected him to the resentment and revenge of a dis 
sppoiaied individual, The Noble Lord then observed, that he 
ras happy to state, that frourall the information which Govern- 
ment had been hitherto able to collect, the fact commitied was 
an insulated fact,—that whatever reproach atiached to it, at- 
tached ouly to the individual who committed it; and so far the 
national character rémained withouta stain, The Noble Lerd 
then proceeded to observe, that there was no Assembly in 
which the storms of party more immediately subsided, than in 
that Assembly which he had now the honour to address, No 
min would feel, however opposite his political opinions might 
br, that it would be any abandonment of his principles, if on 
he present occasion he should turn aside entirely’ from any con-’ 
‘4eration of puints of contest, and look only to the afflicted state 
of the family of the deceased.—(Crtes of hear, hear.)—Mr. 
Perceval had left a lacrative profession, io which he must have 
aaived to the highest honours and opulence, by the exertion 
of those emivent talents which had raised bim s@ much iv the 
pb estimation, He (Lord C.) could say from ‘personal 

sowiedge, that it was from a sense of public duty alone, and 
arc utmost reluctance, that he was persuaded to apply him- 
xen public lifes aad there could be no doubt, that if be-had 

sined in the exercise of his profession, that his family might 
er crowned with opulence, and blessed with such a fa- 
alae Tere his Lordship seemed much effected, )—lie was 
he acca a he was only speaking’ the -pabli¢ feeling, when 
ell a atatrae there never'wasa man who cooe.liated to hin- 
heer, from are of personal esteem.—( Loud cries of hear, 
te tay sacs parts of the House.)—lndeed, he would ventnre 
Met tienen did Aol exist a mao who was anevemy to him 
wrredaa ab ea Hear, hear.)—Ue had 00 Nout of the con- 
ders thal oe aan in the reeognition-of this Aig! Am. that 
Pili sere, been some base misconduet on the part of the 
rd = it Became the duty of the {louse to extend its 
* Rave ey tha forthe purpane  proeeiog h 
tr v f Ms ‘ those 
Wy the faithful discharge of which might possibly subjecta 
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man to public or private malignity. The recognition of sucha 
principle would be advantageous to thepublic service, and was 
n duty not to be neglected under the most economical arrange- 
mehis.—( Hear, hear.)—He sincerely felt that he was_onoly 
weakening the impression already entertained by the House, by 
expatiating on this subject. At present he merely wished the 
House to recognize the principal of the Regent’s Message. The 
particular nature of the grant proposed would be taken into 
eousideration on a.futare day. Tle would merely state thus 
much, that it would be the object of the grant to protect the 
family individually from poverty,—(hear, Aear,)—instéead of 
a single grant to ove individual, which, on hisdeath, might he 
lost to the family, It would also provide stch an annuity for 
the afflicted widow as might produce convenience at least, w here 
consolation was impossible. He then moved, 

‘* That an humble Address be presented to his Ruyal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, to retarn his Royal Highness theic 
grateful thanks for his Royal Highness’s most gracious Message : . 
To assure his Royal Highness that they deeply participate in 
the severe loss his Royal Highness and the country have sus- 
tained in consequence of the murder of the Right Ion, Spencer 
Perceval, First Commissioner of his Majesty's Treasury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; of which most atrocious act, 
commitied withia the walls of Parliament, they canaot, in terms 
sufficiently strong, express their abhorrence ; and being desirous 
of marking their sense of the public and private virtues of Mr, 
Perceval, and of affordiag relief and assistance to his namerous 
and affiicted family, they beg leave humbly tu assure his Royal 
Highness, that they will feel ita grateful act of public duty, 
under the melancholy circemstances of this afflicting case, to 
enable his Royal Highness, iu the name and un the behalf of 
his Majesty, to make such provision for the widow and family 
of the Right Hon. Spencer Perceval, as inay be consistent with 
the justice and liberality of Parliament.” . 

Mr. Ponsonsy said, he felt a real anxiety to seeond the 
motion. .The honogr of the Houseand the country was con- 
cerned in shewing, that no variation of principle could prevent 
an eatire participation in the indignaat feeling excited by such 


‘an atrocity.-( dear, hear.) —He was happy to hear the state- 


ment made by the noble Lord, that the national character was 
unthioted with this act,—-that it was to be referred solely to ao 
individenl, Jt was the great advantage of a free Government 
that every one had an opportunity and a right of freely ex- 
pressing his opinien, It was the duty of every individual enjoy - 
ing this right, to express his opinion, however different it might 
be to the views and policy of others; and if aman was to suffer 
for a free, honest, conscientious avewal of his sentiments, 
the morals of the people must, indeed, be dehaseds and they 
no bettér animals than under a state of despotion, Let every 
Knglishman, then, express his horrar af such principles. 
ile entirely agreed with the Noble Lord, thas it was the duty 
of Parliament to interfere, 10 protect the servants of the public. 
He a-"eed in the principle of the Bill; it was his sincere wish 
that no part of the family of Mr. Perceval should sufer in po- 
verty.—(Hear, hear) —Though be widely difesed from Mr, 
Perceval in political quéstions, no man entertained an higher 
opinion of his honoor, aor a warmer affection fur bis person, — 
(Hear, hear! )—Ue never knew @ mao of mare worth; and 
did not believe Chat there existed one who was more tq be 
esteemed in the vasious relations of husband, father, brother, 
aud friend. —( Hear, hear.)-—-As it was impowible to resture 
to his family the comforts to be derived frum his exisience, it 
was the duty of Parliament to do its uimost to render the rem 
nant of their lives.comfortable.—( Mr, P, sat down scemingly 
atiya ected. Pix ; 
Re eae bids he trusted: he should he “pardoned for 
the trovble-given te the House, if even ufier the speeches al- 
ready heard he should rive (0 es prev his entre coucarrence wVih 


‘the senttments which they contained, Bhd to jvm iv that levtle 


f respectful sorrow already so ably prouvunced bu his de- 
‘pasted foiend. Of that friend he would say, that there 
uniformly amiable, Nove.of thre 


who een heard biw speak without having: lpown 


opinions confirmed ty bis jadgmen and. saucsioved Dy tls vitw 
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tues; and none differed from him without thinking that his er- | not be mixed with such a question, which ought fora time tc 
rors were the errors of a virtuous mind, It was a great comola- | pul an emt toe every other consideration, At the same time 
tion to consider, thatthe crime whieh had deprived the country he wished to be anderstond as not pledging himself ts any par. 
of this ornament wae the act of acotitasy individent, The Noble | ticular line.of conduct when the House went into the Com. 
Lord bad acicd justly and wisely in making this communication | mittee, He rore merely to perform a public dutv,—that of 
to the Tleuse, as it would on one band prevent the mistepresen- | concurring as strongly as any man in the fullness of lamentation 
tations of the disaffected, and on the other, quiét the misappre- and abhorsence of the most atrocious deed commitied within 
hensions of those who seeing a danger, mightmistake & symptom thelr walls, —(llear, hear !) 

fora proof, He entirely agreed with the abhorrence expressed A Committee was then appointed to prepare the Addrece, 
in the motion, and in the proposed remuneration, The loss of | among whom were Messrs, Cas nine, Ryorn, Ponsonny, 
Mr, Perceval was irreparable to his countgy—it was irtepari- Wairpaes o, Sir V. Gipas, and Lord CASTLEREAGH, who 
ble to his family, except so far as pecuniary aid could compen, | withdrew, and shortly returned with an Address founded », 
saute. When we recolicct how ofien, during the last two years, the Message, which was agreed to, 


we have listened with pleasure to his voice, when he has beeo 
‘Culling on Parliament to reward great public services, we ough. 
to embrace with eageroess this lamcmahle bet fit opportunity of 


The Regent's Message relative to Mr, Perceval’s family 
being read, : 
Lord Casteenkacu ‘said, the House was aware thar’ ir 


king by our generosit, our wish to reward his services, and | additionto the widow of Mr. Pereeval, the number of chil. 


te try as far as possible to alleviate she sorrows of a deeply af- 
Picted family.—(Crics of hear, heer.) 

Mr, WuiruneaD said, it would be totally ouneeessary fur 
him te say a word on the merits of the motion, after the very 
able and eloquent manuer in which it had been brought forward, 
and seconded by-the Nuble Lord and bis Right How, Friend; 


dren left to the protection of the House and the country 
amounted to 12, whoshould be provided for in a manner quit. 
able to their own rank, aud to the eminent services of their uo. 
fortunate pareot. Ut would be better, therefore, that ue 
provision for the children should be made by a grant of a su 
of money, fur if given in the form of aunuity,, Providence 


but as he had frequently bee an active and open oppenent af might deprive them ofa part of the money s0 Appropriate”, 
the Right Flop, Gentleman in that House, he wished to be ine | Under all the ¢ireumsiances, therefore, he thought (hat 59,0007, 
dulged with a few words. It would be needless for him to say | should be divided among the younger branches, and that Mrs. 
nny thing which might mark his private virtues: he (Sr, W.) Perceval should have ap anuvity of 20001, ¢ fezs than whick 
believed them ta be. most numerous and extensive; and they | would not be consisicot either vith her rank, or the merits cf 
ucre too well kaow np (a require from hiorthe smallest panegyric. | per Deane ii iggy’ hushand.— is ordship then moved, ** That « 
Among the miny public virtues which he possessed, there was | cum not ex ceding 59,0004 Se'gtanted to his Majesty, tobe 
one which he and the Ilouse bid very oftem witnessed, aud which | gesed in trusees for the toe of the 12 childgeu of the late 
he had as often admired, which was, thét umidss the great di- Right llon. Spencee Per eval.” Lord Castlereagh here ex- 
versity of subjects whereon he was cuptinvally drawu into argu- | plained, that the proviien Mr. Perceval bad left for bis 
meis!, he always preserved @ perfectly diberul and unceasing | family was so moderate, as uot to leave a possibility of their 
control of temper: However he (Mr. W.) might, ow eurious living ina suitable st. ie, for.nearlyal the property remaining 


. oceasions, have differed with him if opinion, -he could aruly | was autof Mrs. PP. ‘veval’s.andrecinge fortune 5 so liberally bad. 


aver, that, beyond thedoors of that Hause, he) (Mr. Wy never |-vir, Perceval dispoused the fruits of hie labour, aud se litie 





earricd a single particle of political aniutosity against ine Right 
Hon, Gentleman, whose less he sincerely felt and deeply de- 
plored. He concarred most cordially io te motion, 

The qvesiion wag then put, aad curried nem, con, 

Mr. W, Wy wwe proposed that the whole llouwe should go 
up with it, whieh was put and agreed to nen, con, 7 

Lord Caste en esc then moved that the Message be re. 

ferred to a. Committee of the whole House. 

Sir R, Wicaam then rose nad delivered a very warm pa- 
negyric on the numerous virtues and excellent tuaracter of Mr. 
Perceval, with whom he weol to schgol: even iu the period of 
boyish youth, he was honoured and cespected by the masters, 


caledinted was '\'s generous dispasitiven for the task ef laying op 
wealih fur bis cueccessers, , 
Mr. Jkge cere thought Mr.- Perceval’s eldest son shovid 
have anadd ional LO,U0p, =. 
Mr. 1. somnNer was of opinions, that 4,0001. to each of the 
| children was wholly. innlequatr, even for their education, [t 
was barely putting them above wani,, Had Mr, Pereeval not 
left his profession, he might have died possessed of a large (or- 
tune. knstead pf this petty grant,” the children should bave at 
least 6 or 7,Q0001. each. Paworthy parsimony, in such a case, 
would degsade the House in the e9 ¢ ef the world. 
Mr. Witnereogce admitted, that it was net possible to 


and unlversally beloved by all his schoolfeliuws, Under the comider the proposed vote as an adequate remunesative.— 


strong and favyurable haptessionus so deeply engraved on his 
memory and affections, he-eould noi avoid exyressi:g a hope 
that the House. would vote q public faneral.:  ~ eis’ 

_ Ht wns then ordeted, nem, can; that the Message be referred 
to a Committee of the whole House,—Adjourned. : 

vo ; Wedacsday, May 3. : 

General Gascov »& presenied a Petition from various Gen- 
tlemen, Clergymen, Merchants, aad Traders of Liverpool, 
praying that in discussing the subject of the Ordery ip Council, 
the House would not be induced by popular clamour ta repeal 
them; ** if they should be fouud to promote the Commercial 
prosperity of the gountey.”—Laid en the table. © a 

MR, PEROEVAL’S PAMILY. 


a 
“a 
. 


Whatever were, the political opinions.of many, ne one had ever 
refused to pay a werited iribute tothe private character of bat 
seeat man. §1ill, an unanimods vote was to.be desired ; and 
under afl the circumstances, he that the sum propwed 
was the jadicions medium, He bad keewn Mr, Perceval nearly 


35 years, and he geyersaw a person placed iv sch a digniied 


situation whe so iastinctively obeyed the impulse of daly asd 

conscience. A man of morereal sweeiness of temper, a 4" 
more bighty bi by nature,——was never known. 

ire Waanass af We Wane wee ve 

SO xe2 e e wei" * : 

band hone ESE4GRH’s motion was then carried wan’ 

mowsly, His lordship. then moved, that the annual som of 


Lord Caste gn cage moved that a Commitice be appointed | 20001, he granted from the consolidated fund, to be paid '° 


to propase an Address in reply (6 the Regent's Merssage, 
Sir F, Bunoere said, that not being in the House yester- 
day, he took this oppertealy of expressing his abhorrence at the 


most atrocleus a» of Mr, 


Perceval, He was ansiouw | Mr. H. | 
that the Address should be presented ad the Sovereign woal-. ceval,” » mead rs pom prec 


Jane Pescevaly relict of the Inte Ri. Hop,, Spencer Percevs! 

for ber, natural life, i ie 0 . 
This motion ‘was also carried. aly ; afier whic’, 
‘werd; * Jane Pei- 


decease to the ” 


layed by any other considerations than thee of detesiation of heir, being ‘a mule len ‘aud having atinioed the age 


the crime and ! 
Ji was subject whieh concerned the safety of every indivi- 


grief for its perpetration,—( dear, hear !)-— | 21 yea: ..” ; 


ys 


; cy. at 
Mr, Warrpnpap opposed the motion :—tgeeg) bad 


duat Jn the coustry, and upon which thete could be.dnly one | done :—to ty an 
+ wish for epanimity, Mean party and personal politics shoutd | be approved of Mr, Perceval's wampiaiiration, <3? Ne.) 
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; rorce, Mr. Canninxo, Mr, Rypen, and 
nga Gu, for the sake of unanimity, would vote 
for the Spenker’s leaving the chair.—This motion was put and 
negatived’s aod Mr. Sumner’s ~was then carried by a majority 

26 to 23. 
“a Nabe then examined same wiinesses, on the Orders fn 
Council, aad afierwards adjeurped, 
Thursday, May \4. 
ADDRESS AND ANSWER. 
\t half past two, the Members proceeded to Carlton. 


a 


house with their Address, and of thei weturn, the SPEAKER | 


read the following Answer fromthe Regent ;— 

“LT receive with satisfaction the assurance that yo will 
enable me to provide for the widew and family of the late 
Right Honourable Spencer Perceval, [tis 2 most beneficial 
mode of disposing of the publie money, and ane met gratifying 
tomy feelings, in marking with peculiar distinction the fas 
mily of av individual, Whese talents and ‘irtdes have heen 
suatehed by an act of anparalleted atrocity from the se: vice of 
his covniry. . 

MR. PERCEVAL’s FAMILY.’ 

The House then proceeded to consider the Resolations for 
providing for the family of Mr, Perceval, The Gest and se, 
coud resolutions Were agreed to gem, can,— Qo the third being 
read, 

Mr. Hosxissow said, that the eldest san of Mr, Perceval 
wasa young man of the thast promising abilities, and the House 
must be aware that 2002, a sear was quite intuficicnt to-educate 
him at the University, and maintain his propet oink. He 
thought a grant yf LOOOL, a year should ba made for him. 

Mr. W. Suita thought the discussion should be postponed 
for a week, when the House would be more’ cool upon it. 
Evnough had been done, but he should not give a vote at all, | 


Mr. W. Virzceravp said, that Mr. Perceyal bad tiined. 


his fortune for the public service; and the House oaght te plage 

bis chiltren far above the ccuch of want, Bere? 
Mr, TIERNEW was of opipion, that the Huuse ought. not 

thus hastily to vote away the public’ money, vefore 


se'nulght, : 

SiG, WARRENDER opposed the delay, It was their duty 
ts place the son of Mr, Perceval it such a’state‘ef indepen- 
dence as would enable him de tread in the steps of his father. 

Mr, Wuirpeeap thought it beeame the “House to mark 
their abhorrence of the late atrocious deed, by making. such a 
provision for the family of Mr. Perceval,, as had -been: origi- 
nally subwitied, But when it was proposed to go beyond this, 
he could consider it in no othes tight than as 4 rewatd foe poli- 
tical services,—( No, no, from several Member¢)—Ant inderd 
he should be a traitor to his cotiuiry, @nd be' declaring loudly 
that aj! the opposition which. he-liad always maintained to the 
weagares of the present Administration, wis nothing more than 
mere cinpty profession, if-he did not loudly protest against 
ach ateward.’ Without wishing to say.any thing unpleasant, 
< come ask, if it was net reward, what was 11? What was 

career of Mr. Perceval? His career. was altogetiier of his 
owaselection, fle obtgied a sent in that House by honaer- 
Sble means; but if he'took a'seat in the House and afterwards 
nn of the situation of Prime Minister, it was altogether 
one selection, —He might have accepted it, or have refused 
At - could aat he compelied to quit the Bar, They had 
Me parent deal anid reapectiog the lucrative situation which 
wt. os quitted. His rmation on this subject was 
ae “ diferent, He had been told that Inctative judicial 
ons had been offered to Mr, Perceval, and that he chose 
one situations which he held at his death. He 
lities of inne cb. had been made that night of the abi- 
could haess eidest son, of « tr. Perceval, of which the House 
ne bint W oothing but from re and the imention of inak- 
f21, were only calculated to 






gare the joni te ‘ th a rewamt for political 
“vices, he wis intitled po ingn the-situation of the fa- 


aii : 
£000 He was told that an income of 


!, per annum Independent of t grant of Parliament ; rf 
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: . Me" tievefote | 
should Wave, that “this resolution be considered that day 


313 
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tint the interést of the pravision of 50,0001, with this private 
fortune, and the annual grant of 2,0001, would constitute an in- 
come of 6,5001, for the purpose of maintaining and educating 
this family. Would aay country ecnfleman, with such an ie- 
emne, consider ii inadequate te edacate his family to any pro- 
fession oF Situation in life whatever?) He understood the Mouse 
wasto be called upon to-morrow io vote a inonumeat for Mr. 
Perceval, These things grow epon us very fast-( deer ! )— 
He would conctude with solemnly protesting against the addi- 
tional grunt. 

Lord Casttirnracn should not do justice te the Theneur- 
ahle Gentleman if he did not say that he had shewa as warm a 
concern on the late melanchdly occtrrehce, as it was possible 
for any person te display 5 but the Hondéuratile Gentleman 
had givena very imperfeet representation of the circumstances, 
ander which hig Tate Right Honourable Friend had teft is 
profession. It was the decided conviction of his own mind, 
that by complying with a desire which he couceived to be man 
datery wn him, he was sacrificing the interests of his family. 
The House might recollect that shortly-after the period when 
his Right lonourable Friend accepted his situation, bis Mn- 
jesty did idtend, by a grant, to mitigate that sactitice ¢ but bis 
Right Honourable Feiead stept incon that occasion between the 
intention of thit grant and whe execution of it, This virtuous 
sacrifice of his late Right Honourable Friend, “wasa feature in 
his character whichenught .to call forth the liderality of Par- 
linment towards tus fardity, At the period when he left his 
profession, it weuld he admitted he left it with & high degree 
of professional characte. » He had the future prospect’ of 
great professiongat-emolaments, and his profits at the time were 
actually very liberal, He ha@ to state from Mr, Perceyatts 
family, that they -entertained the deepest sense of the libe 
rality of Parliament. Dat, f . 

Mr,. Lusutncros.—“* L will mention a circumstance 
deeply caleglated to impress the feelings of the Hause, IT siw 
‘Lord Arden,‘ the brother of Mr. Perceval, over helmed with 


-gtief, aud his haod placed ‘upon hig Rhody, near the part where 


the fatal wound was inflicted :—* My breather }": Wwe exclaimed, 
* you are gone! you are gone to Heaven! bet'your cbil- 
dren—."  * Lis children,’- replied an Honourable Member 
standing by, ‘ are his country’s !’—1 hope this declaration 
will be verified, and that the liberality of Parliament will 


protect them ina manner adequate to the octasion.” ©) + 
After sume further conversation it was agreed that the Keso- 
lation shouldbe recommitted to-morrow, . ° gl fe 


The House then went into a Commitice to examine witnesses 
upon the Orders in Council; after which the Ordets of- the 
Day were disposed of, when the House adjourned, 

' ™ Friday, May 15, © Ss 
MONUMENT ro tug MEMQGRY or MR. PERCEVAL, 

Lord Crive moved, that an Address be presented to the 
Regent, preying that he would be pleased to order @ Meng- 
meat to be crected iv St. Peter’s,,, Wesminver, to the late 
Right Hon. Spencer, Rerceval, as;a mark of the deep sev-e 
which the Hobse entertains of bis pgblic and private vittucs, 
and of its alyharrence of the act by which be fell, 

The, motion was carried by a majority. of 199 to 26, though 
opposed bY Mee Laman, Me, WuiraagaD, Mr. C, Wyyye, 
Lorde Mitrom, and Mr, Ei.isor, on, the ground that such 4 
ypie would took like ao approval of the public services of the 
Inte Ministets~. <p 9 ey 

Tans also carried, that Br. Petccvai/e ¢ son showid 
have an annuity of 1000/, 10 commence from his fathet’s death, 


‘- hee 


and to contique during his mother’s life.--Adjoutned till Wed- 
nesday. . oS at ae Sh : “tint . vr ’ 
° 4 a 


TUEBSDAY’S LONDON GAZETTR. 

This Gazette contains Extracts from the. Dispatches from 
Lord Wellington, dated Alfayates, April 24, and Fuente Gut- 
nilio, April 20.——They merely anpounce tue retreat of) the 
French wader ‘Marmont on the approach of his Lordship, 
who says, ‘* The partial success over the Portuguese 
mititin on theit rgireat from Guarda,» and the murder und 
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plaster of the inhabitants of a few villages in. Luwer | Papers, even those that were pledged to receive no advertise. 
Beira, already suffering from the enemy's former depredations, | ments, amply repay themselves for every extraordinary demand 


are the only fruits of Marshal Marmont’s expedition wishin the 
Portuguese frontier, to divert our attention from the siege of 
Badajoz.”” Lord Wellington adds, that Seville had not been 
entered by the Spaniards, but that Soult was ia that city on 
the 2ist of April. 
Ij also contains accounts of the destruction of 1,’ Avaniurier 
French privateer, of 14 guns aod 60 men,—and the capture of 
the [ndefatigable French lugger, of 29 men: the formet by the 
Franchise, and the latter by the Piooeer schooner and Decoy 
cutter, 
BANKRUPTS., 

8. Carter, Wood-street, glover. 

T. Amireus, Brew ham Lodge, Somersetshire, farmer. 

D. Horton, Birmingham, gilt-toy-muker, 

W. Marsh, Denmark-sireet, goldsmith, 

G. H. Bynon, Plymouth-dock, grocer. 

W. Lanham, Bath,. buker. : 

J. Spencet, Malwesbury, Wiltshire, innholder. 

W. Blowre, Paul-street, timber-merchant, 

B Chaffy, Norton-under-lHambden, sailcloth-maker. 

W. and J. Seates, Burton-Smithies, Yorkshire, cotton-spinners. 

©. C. Bartlett and J Burt, Norton-under-Hambden, tinmen. 

It. Ewam, Watton Underidge, Gloucestershire, malster. 

J. Nelsov, and F. A. Sturges, Bow-lane, warchousemen. 

F. Richards, aud W. Loud, Upper Thames-street, hat-manu- 

facturers, 

J. Hill, Rotherhithe-wall, victuatler. 

J. Kelly, Bank Top, Yorkshire, innholder. 

T. Dykes, Great Tagt Cheap, chocolate-maker, 

Il, Deggrell, Milton, cheese-denter. 

BR. Fell, Harton, Durham, imsurance-broker, 
Saas 


SATURDAY'S LONDON GAZETTSB. 


BANKRUPTS. 
P. Baylis, Stroud, Gloucester, clothier, 
N. V. Windsor and G, W. Shury, Chancery-lane, tationers. 
YP. V. Aa, Water-lane, Tower-stiee!, merchant, 
J, Wall, Broad-court, Long-acre, Taylor. 
T. Gaskell, Liverpool, rag-merchant, 
R. Holevoft jun, J. Pickering, Warrington, upholsterers, 
RN. Machel!, Liverpool, merchant, 
S. Lawsenee, Stepney-green, Middlesex, carpenter, 
R. Cutbill, Wood-street, Spital-fictds, silk-manufacturer. 
lr. Dod, Liverpool, butcher. 
Tl. Sandwich, Blackbeck, Lancashire, carrier, 
R. White, Cradley, Heveforshise, corn-dealer, 
PD. Philtps, Bristol, haberdather, | 
T. F. Carlile, Pudsey, Yorkshire, drysalter, 
J, Ellison, North Shicids; draper, 
W, Powell, Casthe-coart, Birchin-lane, bill-broker, 
3. Hewec, Blandford Foram, Dorsetshire, dealer aud chapman, 
Joho Tuige, Lodgate-street, laceman, 
Jaha Robinon, Bristel, vietuatler, 
William Luan, Saint Mary-at-T1ill, slopselle®, 
Jobu Gels, Wet Cowes, Isle of Wight, shipbuilder, 


George Dovadicw, Temple place, blve-maker, 
a 


; PRICE UF STOCKS ON SATURDAY. — 
Cansals. .cccedscececetes cocences Of 61 


Norick.—On Sanday week the price of the Eraminer 
mill be advanced one peany.—Since its first publication, — 
little more than four years,—the Proprietors have beeu as 
sailed by four Treasury Prosecutivos, in three of which they 
have been tin phaat : the fourth bas just commenced, Our 
Readers need not be told that these straggles with Power are 
very erpeushve; fer such isthe blinduess of Official Justice, 
that an acquittal ix quite as costly asa conviction, Thas the 
Proprietors have beeo already three times heavily fined for 
their innacence ¢ aud as there appears to he ne end to this legal 

. @xtertion, they cue prepare thegnclves fer it} effects by no 
other meuns thaw this edennce of price, Ocher Weekly 





. 


on their finances hy opening their columns to those prefitable 
articles; but the Examiner cannot but adhere Strictly ta irs 
first promise, and the Proprictors can safely affirm, that from 
its outset to the present hour, not one penny has been received 
for any insertion whatever,—The advance will make tie price 
of the Paper 944., and wil) not take place till Sunday week 
in otder that these Subscribers who may disapprove it, may 
have due time to give their instructions to the Ne wsmen. 


The various EX u1piTrioNns, next week, withthe Communic. 
tions of W. C. Mr, Hectoan Camresxt, and other Article; 
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Lonvan, May 17. 








Tue wretched assassin of Mr. Pencevac has been tried ani 
found guilty, as every body expected ; for there dves wt 
appear to have been the least trait of insanity in the gene- 
ral conduct of his life, with the exception perhaps of some 
turbulent procecdings when abroad, which were owing no 
doubt, like his last enormity, to a mind naturally sullen 
and of strong passions brooding over it's real or imaginary 
wrongs. It is impossible to ascertain from his own stale- 
ments whether he had been injured or not: his own account, 
besides being confused, is at best but one side of the question ; 
and from what he. has perpetrated, it is easy to imagine 
that his temper of mind may have originally taken a sul- 
len and crroncous view of the difficulties that pressed upon 
him, GU his passions ferment'ng fur years in the beat and 
impatience of increasing trouble, vented themselves at last 
in this dreadful explosion. It is possible that he may have 
been ill-treated, in the first instance; and if he was, the 
eveat may afford a terrible lesson to the person who first set 
such a temper al work, perhaps by a fit of momentary imp:- 
tievce, or by neglecting to look at a papers—but it is most 
likely that his troubles were brought upon himself, for 
even upon his own statements, not one oot of all the re- 
spectable individuals to whom he applied, with Mr. Per- 
cevat among them, thought proper to countenance his 
claims; and the way whieh he took to satisfy what he 
called justice, shewed that he had as wrong notions of 
what he might do himself as of what others might be 
doing towards him. The real. cause of his whole 
conduct, from first to last, is most probably to be 
traced to bad habits and passions contracted in car'y 
youth, nuridred perhaps by the mistaken fondness or '- 
ther the indolent selfishness of parents, and increased froin 
sufferance to sufferance, and from indulgence to ind.!- 


|gence, Ull at last nothing. that obstructed his wish 3 


was to be hernc, and he perishes amidst the ms") 
aud destruction of others, This may appear to be |)- 
ing too much for granted in the present instances 
we do not say that it really has been so: we only $3) thot 
in the absence of other reasons, we have a right a4 
ought to account for it in this, manner, , We. are pce 
suaded, that if the lives of ni of the persons ho 
suffer punishnient for their crimes could be traced bark ' 
their infaney, their miseries and those which they infix’ 


on their fellow-creatares could be traced bark along wit! 
them, ‘The infant is the promise and picture of the 0 
nod myny a toy, thetthos Looe Biche and destroyed ovt 
the way ina fit of . tage, has been, the prose!) 
of a human being disple 

tcrwards, ; 


io the same manner Jeo 
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ic hut one instance, We believe, of an Assassination 
rated by an Englhshman,—that of Vit- 
of James the First, by an officer who 
ted of promotion, The attempt to kill 
Minister of Queen Anwe, 


There 
of this kind perpet 
riens, the muaion 
had becn disappem 


Hartey, Rar! of Oxford, the 


thoagh on pretences of 
French adventurer. 
nature have 7 | w 
of the present Kinc, and as singularly they have 
made by individuals .who had similar infirim- 


beet . 
his Mazesty and who are now in the same 


ties with 
sate of confinement. 
an exception 5 butit js certainly the opinion of a great num- 


official ill-usage, was made by. a! 
Since that period, attacks of, this) 
been singularly coufined to the person | 


Desparo indeed mag be reckoved | 
Fand to infamy with due detestaliov, fora rare aud enor- 
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selves, using only the pubhié sword instead of a dagger, it 
would be unjust fo stigwatise as the worst of murderers 
those who shout! fancy thal they copld bene£t their coan- 
try by a blow, But ia.amodern times, and especially 
in these present times and in this country, ~there is 
so much opinion to trample under foot, so many good 
social hubils, of education, and intercourse, and moral 
ferling, to break through, before a man can bring himsclf 
fa heroine an assassin, especially if he moves ina decent 
sphere as Bellingham has done, that he must be concluded 


| in gener, to have had a previous turn for vielent and 


ber of peaple that he ought not to have been,so, © It ac- | 


cords best with the policy, as well as the dignity and rea- 


eon of a Government like our’s, to attribute such attacks 


ty a distemnpered imagination, particularly where there are 
ereat reasons Lo make the conclusion probable, It acted 
PF 


cicly im this respect w 


\rcuorsen, and would have acted more than wisely had Downirtg-sircet, 


it proceeded in the same mahher With Drsvarn, for 
it is clear that he had been monstrously used, and it 
wens equally clear that the usage had made him mad ; 
wiless we are to think it a ralionel thing for a gentle- 
manto go raising public conspiracies against his Seve- 
rent ina lap-room, without an atom of influence or 
money, and with none but a few-bricklayers to seize the 
Park and the Tower, and revolutionize the nation, Ac- 
tual perpetration may make a differeace in the imclination 
of one’s feelings, with regard to what appedrs lenient or 
oiherwise ; and it may even strike us, on second thoughts, 
that a persun resolved on assassination might feign a pre- 
vious insanity, in order lo avokl the punishment ; -but we 
shall have reason to conclude, .at tast, that the better 
made, both for the sake of government andl for the 
punishment of the offender, is to leay to the impu- 
talon of maduess, for,—if such a term is to be al- 
lowed on such an occasion,—an air of the ridiculous 
of the soltish is thus throwa on the spirit of the 
thing, and be who has sufficient impatieace and despera- 
tion of mind to become an assassiny may reasonably be 
sipposed to care less for existence than for a life of im- 
prsoument, As to the assassination iseif, considered as 
‘cod of a being with all his. faculties: about him, no- 
boly whe is well informed can doubt its inutilily with re- 
cord to any great or public objects to which it may pre- 
tend; and nobody wha is well educated in these times, or 
‘Lallimbued with a distrust of his own reason and na- 
lure, can consider it in any other light than that of 
‘crime, equally absurd and atrocious, ‘There are excep- 
Hons, it is true, to this maxim, as to all others ;— 
Ancicnt times, by reason of the groat difference of their 
customs and ways of thmking, demand a wore’ cautious 
*puiton With respect to those employ ers of the dagger, who 
have figured in hislory'as avengers of liberty ;—if the in- 
tention of the thin d to. he. good, and tl . 
raion oF eae waa peeved ta he, ponds. sad the ex 
and theraf . hecessary, Hh was considered a noble exploit ; 
ta e supposing the goodness of intention,: it is 
vita aoe regard such men as Harmodius and Ari2c- 
tea aoe us, Dion, &e, ‘asany other than great and gio- 
patriots, A state of sheer anarchy also must have its 
, thing but a sine a wie Penal tie 
the rolags ate’ nat g of violent usurpatious, and when 
‘Mersace wothing perhaps bat so many assassing them- 
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villainous dctions, and is to be handed aver to the law 


mous offence that tends to nourish cowardice and the bad 
passions, and that brings disgrace on his age and nation, 


FT 


Me. Percevat'’s Funerau.—tThe remains of Mr. Per- 








ith Havrterny aml Mareaner | ceval were yesterday morning removed from his house in 


The .ceremony commenced at nine 
w'eloek, and the body, deposited in a plain hearse, was 
taken to Chariton, i: Kent. The hearse was drawo by 
six horses, and was followed by five mourning-coaches, 
with six horses each, in which were Lord Arden, the Lord 
Chancellor, the Karl of Liverpool, Mr. Seeretary Ryder, 
Lord Redesdaie, bord VPergeval, Marquis Welles!@y, the 
Rarl of Westmerland, Lord Syimouth, Lord’ Camden, and 
the Bark Buckingtiamshire, and two or three other No- 
blenen. The family, carriage followed, and after them 
were 21 coaches, in which they were the pall-bearers and 
other mourners, 

Mr.o-Lyrr.eroy.—WPhore waa a mis-slatement im Jast 
week's paper respecting this Geatleman’s conduct va the 
late discussion af the question of Parliamentary Reform, 
Instead of joining the Minister against Reforin, Me. 1. 
both spoke and votcd for Mr. Brano‘’s Motion, He was 


even one of the Tellers on that occasion. 


ASSASSINATION OF MR. PERCEVAT. 


On Monday, as the Prime Mivister was proceeding ioto the 
House of Commons, al about a quarter past five, he was mortal- 
ly wounded by a pistol ball, fired hy a man of the vame of 
Rellingham, The assassin was seized and conducted to the bar 
of the Housé (as detailed in the Parliamentary Proceedings), 
fram whence the wretched creature wis conveyed into the Com- 
nittee Room, wihien an examination took place befure Mr. Al. 
derman Combe and other Magistrates—deuring the whole of 
which time fe mainiained the utmost composure. 

Afier Mr, Durgess, General Gascoigne, and Mr. Tune, 
had been examined (their evidence is given below, when be! + 
the Coraner), the prisoner was asked whether be had any chi z 
to say upon the last depositions? He stated, that when Gen. 
Gascoigue seized him, he held him with so much violence, (hit 
he was apprehensive his arm would he broken, and that be thea 
said, ** Yuu need not press me, [ submit myself to justice.” 

Mc. Jordan, of Crdimwmet! Cottage, Old Brompton, stated, 
that « few midutes afier five o'clock he mas proceeding up the 
stone steps tu the door of the labby s Mr, Perceval was imme- 
diately before hiut—he saw him push open the lobby door and 
enter—almost instanfanedusly ke heard the report of a pistol 
avithin the labby, and rushed forward to the spot, ~He saw 
Mr, Perceval watk slowly to the centré of the lobby, suddenly 
stagger, and sink down, Seeing several persons run to raigg 
and support him, he directed his atseption to the prisoner, who 
was pointed out by some pesson, who exclaimed, ** that is the 
man!” Mr. Perceval cried, * I am murdered !” and attere 
two groapss; he also clapped his hand to his breast, ‘and wag 
subsequently borne to the Secretary's room, Tn the mean time 














witness seeing the prisaner wholly emecured, aud retreating to- 
' wards the bench, seiged him by the collar, and never quitied 
his hold til] be was conveved inté the House of Commons.— 
Upon tasy Membeis running from the House, and calling out 
se Who did it? whn did it?%aethe prisoner replied, “* T am 
the unfortimate gane-I wth T were in Mr; Perceval’s place.” 
We repeated, more than once, “* Tam the unfortauate wan.” 
Vpen the greut pressure around him, be gaid, ‘* T submit my- 
aif to the Inws,” or, * T gulsmit to justice.” Witness also 
snw Mr. Dowling search the pockets of the prisoner. 

Mr. Dealing produced the joated pistol whict he had taken 
from the breeches packe* of the prisoner. . 

The prisoner wits aoked what he had to say agaiet the fact 
with which he wat charged, and «as cautioned by Sir John 
Cos Hippisley nut to say any thTag that would be injurious to 
himself. 

The prisoner spoke te the following effeet i—** T have ads 
mitted the fact——f admit the fact; but wish, with permission, 
to state something in my justification, T have been denied the 
redress of my grievances bv Government; T have been ifl-freat- 
ed. They aif know who T am, and what 1 am, through the 
Sreretary of State and Mr. Becket, with whom t have had fre- 
quent communications, They kuew af this fact six weeks ago, 
through Uie Maestrates of Raow-steeet, T was accused mast 
wrongfully ty a Governor-General in Russia, ia a letter from 
Archangel to Riga, and have soug!+ redress in vain, 7 ain a 
mest uoforianaie man, and feel here (placing his hand on his 
htenst) sufficient justification for what T have done,” 

Upon beivg again questioned, he repeated, ** I admit the 
fact * whieh admission was accordingly enteted upon the re- 
tord, The Bow-street Officers were culled in, and the prisoner 

udenfied. He applied for his money, which having been left 
iu the posession of Mr, Burgess, Me. Whitbread asstred him 
Le should bave it rewurned ta hia He also a-ked whether be 
~hould be allowed au Attorney and Counsel? «when Me, Whit- 
hread siguified to him that My, Cambe would take cate that 
every nccesaty indulgence should he alluwed him, consistent 
sith big situation, Toue part of the proceeding did he betray 
© 8ifeme agitas lags but at the inoment ‘that one of the witnesses 
aid, ** EF sepperted Me, Perceval ino the Secretary’s room, 
nd ia a few minutes he died in my auras,” the prisoner shed 
vars, aad seemed much aected. 

lic fure the arrival of the Life Guards he was re-canducted to 

Ts prlson-reaa, where he found wuch fault with Viekery, the 
‘cer, Tar having inquired from sone female something relative 
‘o his private affaires, After the examination, a hackney eeach 
was brought to the iran gates in Lowrt Paluctsyards but the 
rowd, which was at first composed of decent people, had been 
<radautly swelled by « concourse of piek-pockets aud the lower 
oridegs, 9 he mewnted the coveh, and «erg sue sceedingly trouble. 
same and even daugerous, that it was nbt deemed advisable to 
-cud bins io Newgate io the manner iniended., There were 
‘one shogts of applause fron the igournut or depraved part of 
the crowd, as if they were hailiag an ionocent victim, eve or 
(wa of whens cven ulacd with thele shouts the ery ef ** Bar- 
‘ett far ever!” and “ Bellingham for ever !"--A party of 
life Guceds arrived about this tine, tad formed a sem'ciccle in 
Power Pulace-yarly Dy which the mab were kept ata diptance, 
Vi wae heweser thought mure predenut te send him away hy an- 
a het ootlet, and ayeid all. ecaufesion. Le was therefore dchen 
wast hy the Spenter's cutrance, aud couvesed to tee Becreisry 
af State's Office for the tlame Department, where he was 
oced wa roam, jaowhieh he walked nearly the whole time, 
Ou the breaking ap of tice Cautelt be way seut ta Newgate, 
where he was deuble braved. Mis time on Teestay morning 
vats errplosed in writteg a leiter toa friend at Liverpool, which 
cododeted of \bece sides_ef a quarto sheet of paper, written with 
Lerarcet Cap ecinerm, le states that he drew the pistol from 
rigut Wood Bepeetesporbet. le bas made particular in- 
corey of (he aceper ate what direction the hall taek. 
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ceeded to the Mansion-house, aad after 2 conference With the 
Lord Mayor, on the steps necessary to be taken for the tray. 
quillity of the City, went tagether to Newgate, at cleven "clock 
at night; for the purpose of instructing the Keeper AS 10 every 
essential preeaution to prevent the assassin having any pessini, 
means of self-destruction, and urranging the apartment fy, his 
reception. Three men sat up with the prisouer, 
A Cabinet Council was summoned, and the departare of the 
Post was delayed, till dispatches could be made out, and in. 
structions grepased for the Civil and Military Authorities j, 
every part of the Uuited Kingdom, in order that seasougd|, 
steps may he taken for preserving the peace throughout the 
countty.—The intelligeuce spread with amazing rapidity , an) 
before six o’cloek the crowd collected was sn great, that 1 
was deemed prudent to clase the doors of Westminster fall, 
well as 14 plant constables at the entrances to prevent a coy. 
course withiw the passages of the Heuse. Tngress was denied 
to all persons but Members and witnesses, The multitude ket 
sugmenting every minute, and at length it was resolved, in or. 
dér to ensure tranquillity, and to produce a dispersion of tie 
mob, that the Horse Guards stould be called out. They ac. 
cordingly left their quarters, and paraded in Old and New P»- 
| lace-yard, and in St, Margaret and Parliament-strect, until» 
late hour, The gates of St. James’s Park were closed about 
eight o’clock, where the Foot Guards were drawn out, an4 
the City Militia, as well as several bodies of Volunteers, were 
called on to preserve the peace of the Metropolis. 
The Right Hon. Spencer Perceval. was-second son of the 
late Lord Egmont, by Catherine, third daughter of the Hoo. 
Charles Compton, He was bere on the Ist -of November, 
1762, and was therefore in the 50th year of his age. Ie war 
married in August, 1190, to Jane, second daughter of Sir 
Thomas Wilson, Bart. by whom he had 12 chitdren., 
Mrs, Perceval was on a visit to Mrs. Ryder, -Lady of tle 
‘Secretary of State for the Home Department, in Great George- 
Street, Westminster; at the time the melancholy catastropie 
bappaned ; but on returning home, souw after five o'clock, wa: 
apprised of the event, 
Mrs. Perceval’s situation for many heurs after she received 
the news of Mr, Perceval’s death, was such as to excite ti 
most serious alarm in the minds of her family. Lord Redesda!r 
who is married to Me, Perceval’s sister, was considered as the 
most proper person to coumunicate the fatal intelligence to her. 
llis Lordship petformed the fatal task with every possible del- 
cacy and-precaution. When she was apprised of the dreadfu! 
evcnt, she neither wept nor spoke, nat appeared to be sensibic 
| of any thing that was afierwatds said to ber she remained in 

that state from six a’clock on Monday evening till eleven o'clock 

on Tuesday mornings; during that interval her relations and 

fricuds endeavoured to rouse her, and, if possible, to excive 
| her to tears, by mentioning the circumstances of Mr. Perceval’! 
drath to her, but in vain. At length hér situation eacited sue? 
rerieas apprebenusion, that it was determined, as the aly fe- 
| maining expedient, io take her to the room where Mr. Percevs! 
lay, in the hopes that the sight would produce the desired ef- 
fect. The eaperihent succeeded—the moment she saw ‘de 
| body, she burst inte tears, ; 

The assussin, Bellingham, is @ tall Jarge-boned man, with 
a thin long visage and aquiline nasey bis eyes are sunbed, 
and bis complexion sallow, He isstated tobe a» native of 5. 
Newr’s, te tluntingdonshire, aud aged 42 years. 

The following letter was on Teesday morning seat by Mr. 
Bellingham to Mrs, Roberts, No. 9,-New Milman-stree'!, '°¢ 
Pady at whose house he lodged :— 

“Dtaa Manan, Tuesday Morning, Old Bailey. 

** Yesterday midaight ¥ was escorted to this veighbourhoud 
| by a deble troop of Light Horse, and delivered into the care 
‘of Mr. Newman (by Mr.. Taylor the Magistrate and SP.) 
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handkerchiefs, wight-caps, stockings, &c, ont | to that effect, he reptied, “*: F think Mr. Burgess’s statement is 
pe together with comb, soap, tooth-brush, with | correct ; anly I wish to observe, that instead of my hand be- 
of my ne dee presents itself which youthink IT may have ing upon or near the pistol, I think he took it out of my band,” 
wy other Sc inctose them in my leather trunk, and the key | or words to that effect. When I first saw the prisoner he wae 
a pen sealed, per bearer ;—also my greai-coat, flannel | greatly agitated; but by the time I was examined, that agita- 





pease ain black waisteont, which will much oblige, dear tion had subsided, and he appeared to me perfectly calm. 

gow, = very obedient servant, General Isaac Gascayne, Member for Liverpool, sworte; 

Madam, your very -  ‘-Jonn BRLLINGRAM,” Ahout a quarter after five o'clock yesterday | was writing a 
“ To the above please to add the Prayer Book.” letter in the Committee-room, I heard the report of a pistol 


shat, and jimped ups exclaiming,. teat it was the report of a 
pistols [went down stairs; E saw a number of peaple standing 
about, and a person pointed eut a man to me sitting on the bench 
; -, | by the fire sifes the person saying that is the man who fired the 
into his own = ee oe an a by amie a pistol; I sprung upon him, and grasped him by thé breast and 
isted 23d March, a _ | mecks L perceived bim raising his left hand with a pistol in it, 
s apprehension. —He bas frequently declared, most solemnly, | 1)", say hold, und scized his-wrist with both hands and 
he has been in Newgate, that he had no malice.to Mc. Per- wt go my ? . . 
race \ chat if Lord G. &. Gower or Mr. Ryder had first twisted his arm round with all my forces he stemed to tare 
a ee him, he all acl upon either, — With little hold of the pistols 1 desired a person standing by to take. 
syprae ‘o the manner. ia whieh he passed the previous part of the pistol from his hand, which was dove. I took papers from 
stat ob OG Ee itted the murder, he states, that be his pocket, and tied them ep: he appeared te he dragging from 
a witha Lady ta the European Museum, where be was de- my hold, but I kept biw Cast. I cevivereg the Papersto Mr. 
ail till past four a’ clack. He parted from the Lady at the flume, aod then ~— the prisoner it was impossible be could 
uemity of Siduey’sealley, and went down immediately to the escapes he replied, Tam the person who shot Mr, Perceval, 
House of Commans without having dined, and with his pistols oa surrender oe. w aren bin _ the oeee oo House 
‘oded, He was so anxious not to be disappointed by the failare | ° "To a. se cata = “ne oor oe ¥ Messene 
of bis weapons, that, after he had bought his pistols, for which etre. eponeat Farther states, that the prisemer called epee 
x gave four guineas, he went to Primrose-hill to try how they him in Hertford street, about three weeks ago, and be hud » 
ta » olf, and, whoa tie bell candttained ahate efficacy, londe | Conversation with him, of nearlyan hour, though he knew nothing 
ed i for his parpare ; of the prisoner, He stated that he had claiws oa Parliament, 
On Tuesday night he went to rest between eleven and twelve, and asked for my parliamentary assintance, he having bees a 
id was catled from a sound sleep on Wednesday morning at merchant at Liverpool, He represented having suffered at Se. 
ven a'clack, He teak his breakfast about nine and had din- erent Steet ase — for ae = ty and that he 
erat (wo, but in neither instance did he eat heartily. He has | 2DP Usd & ine the rebieeht dt _— OF Cae Feta ee 
received some of the articles mentioged in his letter to Mrs, Row | © aGe ¢ Sarg Oe on @AAY YRERde, wished 
her's, together with a Prayer Book, which he-occasionally ine to bring the business before Parliaments bat I did not think 
looks into, particnlarly the Psalms,— Whenever his trial was lw cnse required any interference thas c ay, und recommended 
neuioned, he declared his Gonfideace of acquittal, if justice him ta memorialize the Migigters. During this conversation, he 
was as calm and collected as any mat could be, and had not she 


Bellingham wrote a fetter ta the Police Magistrates, at Bow- 
eet, (a copy of which was among the papers found apon-him) 
: which he threatened, anle+s he is redressed, tu lake justice 


ace duae, ‘ 
. | kenst appearance of a person insane, He was much agitated 
—_ : yesterday, when he, the General, sciged hin; but Before he 
CORONER’S INQUEST. wes examined by the Committee, he was mare composed; aad 


before he went to Newgate, he was quite calm again, 
Joseph Hume, Esq. Member for Weymouth, being sworn, 


house during Mouday night to his own in Downingestreet ; and 
* Tuesday morning a Jury was summoned to attend Ay Gell, | $8'th t-—-I was sitting in the Louse of Commons yesterday 
z,a few miuutes after five, when I heard the report of a 


Iq. Coroners for Westminster, at the Rose and Crown, in { Cveong 
Downing-street, After taking a view of the body, the follow. pistol, and arimmeéediat(e bustle ur nobles 1 eft the House, and 
if Wilneses were examined :— eh went into the Lobby, pusbed iimnediutely towards the Gfe-- 
Henry Burgess, of Carzon-strect,. Mayfair, Solicitor, bee }Places 1 saw a man sining on the bench, who hassinge da- 
ig 'Worn, saitht—-Yesterday afternoon, shout five, I was at. | clared his name to be John Bellingham; be appeared to be 
tending in the lobby of the House of Commons, near the Door- forcibly pulled on every side by the bye-standers; appeared 
treper's seats I heard she repert of a pistol apparently as if | to suffer considerably from the force used, by snch’ bye-standers; 
red at the eutrance of the Lobb 3 in less than halfa minute I | @ppeared considerably azitated, and in the act of disengaging 
*¥ & gentleman coming forward towards the door of the louse, his hand from the person who grasped it severely: I serzed 
“grering and at the same time I heard the cry of ** murder, his left arm at the moment that General Gascoyne was palling | 
marder.” This genileman had ‘his hand on his breast, and ¢x.-| from the person of the prisoner a bundle of papers; one of the 
flamed, “Oh y” faimly, and fell forward on his face. I heard | General's hands being occupied geasping the prisoner, B seized 
“<Ts “that is the persen,” yointing to the seat near the fire- | hold of the papers from the General’s right-hand, poreing 
“4 aa whieh LE sprang forward to the seat, and there | him that I would take care of them; LC still retained bold 
shierved aman in extreme agitatian sitting ow the seat, and | the prisoner, and saw a person inthe act of pulling from about 
two others on his right. T immediately louked at his | [he waist of the prisoner a small pocket steel pistol, whieh he 
ac and observed @ small pistol either under his left haud or | mmedintety examined, and found primed 5 I desired that per- 
ee itg I immediately seized the pistel, and asked him son to take eure of it, and, on subsequent examination, I found 
ya could indace him to do such & deed, or act 5 he imimedi- | that same pistul to contain a ball and power. 1 held the pri- 
Cun tPlied, ** want of vedsess of grievance, and a refusal hy | uct, and assisted to conduct him to the bar of the. Hwubesn- 
ie ne or words to that effect. I immediately said to The Speaker having directed the prisoner te be conducted to 
. have you another pistol ?” he replied, “ yes.” ‘ft asked the p! ison-room, and all Members who had witnessed an part 
if it was loaded ¢ aad he replied, yes,” I then took af the transaction to follow, | accompanied shen ind attuned 
ae out of hig waistenat pockets ; and some one tank | the examioation: the agitation under which the 
The « Person the pistol whieh he before told me was lnaded, | @emed at first appeared to me gradually to sibsides and by 
Puel which L took from him was warm, at least sa far the time the first deposition was tnken, he was able to speak 
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discretion, During the time I remained there, after head 
heard the different depositions read over to him, he either as- 
sented to their correctness, of pointed out wherein he thought 
there whs any difference, observing particulaily on ite evi- 
déuce of General Gascoyne, that he could not positively cor- 
rect the exact words, as the Getieral would materially be less 
agitated than he was at that time, or words to that effect, 

William Smith, Esq. Member for Norwich, swora.—He 
deposed as folluws:—Yesterday afternvon, about a quarter 
past five o'clock, passing through the lobby, I stopped to 
speak to a Gentleman, and while in conversation with him, I 
heard the report ofa pistol, LT immediately turned my head, 
and observed some conversation at the end of the room. 
ral voices called out to shut the dpor to prevent any person 
estaping. There might have been present in the lobby from 
thirty to forty persons. Tu an instant I observed a person rush 
from the cluster of pebple who were sinnding about the door, 
and come staggering towards me; he teached about the spot 
where I was first standing, and then fell flat op his face on the 
floor, 1 watked raand him, not immediately ‘recognising his 
person; aud not supposing he was mortally wounded, but ob- 
serving he did not stir, I stooped down to assist him, and on 
raising his head I perceived him to be Mr. Perceval. T then 
requested the assistance. of a Gentleman, and we carried him 
into the Speaker's Secretary’s-room, { think he was not only 
speechless bat perfectly senseles+, and bleud came from his 
mouth, is pute in a few minutes ceased; he died in les» 
than a quarter ofan hour, T am quite incapable of giving 
any evidence of the person who committed this horrid murder. 

William Lynn, of Great George-street, Surgeon, sworn,— 
I ‘was sent for yesterday afternoon, soon after five o’clack, On 
reaching the Speaker's Secretary’s rooin, U found Mr, Perceval 
supported by two gentlemen; his body was partly oo and 
partly oW the table that was standing by; hig shirt aml white 
waisteot.t were bloody ; and on examining the body, 1 found 
a Wound on the shin about over the fourth rih, onthe left side, 
Hear the breast bone. The wound had the appearance of a large 
pistol Ball having entered, Ov examining his pulse L foand he 
whs quite dead: T then passed a probe to ascertain the direction 
of the Ball, and found it hil passed ubliquely downwards, and 
inwards ia the direction of the heart, The wound was at least 
three inches decp, and I bave ao doubt it caused his death, 

Verdict of wilfal murder agaimt Jotin Bellinghaw, alias 
Ballingham, 


Seye- 


—— 
THE TRIAL OF BELLINGHAM, 
On Friday, the Old Bailey Hall was crowded at an 
‘early hour, to hear the trial of the assassin,—At nine 
o lock the Marquis Wellesley and other persyns of high 
rank tovk theiz seats upon the bench, and the avenues of 
the Court were filled by hundreds who couid not gain ad- 
mission.» Many ladies of rank were present, who vceupied 
seats prepared for their reception, At ten the Duke of 
Clarence aad the Lord Chief Jastice of the Common Pleas, 
accompanied by the other Judges, viz. Mr. Justice Grose, 
Varvo Grabain, aud the Recorder, appeared, aud took 
tigi seats ow duch side of the Lord Mayor, and imine- 
diately the prisoner was produced and placed at the Bar, 

Being called upon w plead, his Counsel, Mr. Accey, 
stated that he ought not to plead, as le wasedasane.— 
‘The Juncw observed, that the Prisoner had no right tu 
@ounsel tili ‘he pleads. The Petiowen then complained 
that bis papers had been detained from biw ; upon which 
the Atroannew Gerxnat declared that he bad been of.- 
fered copies. - 

Mr. Accey then moved that the trial should be post- 
poned, im order that the Prisoner should have the benefit 
of producing witnesses. LUe-read the affidavit of Ann 
Rillet, stating in positive terms the insanity of the Pri- 
soner, which fact way nell Known to many persons who 
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were now absent at Liverpuoul and e!sewhere. 


to let the trial stand over for atime, 

The Avrorwer-Gexreac. interfered, saying, that it 
was not legal for the Defendants’ Counsel to make obser. 
vations: h® should confine himself to reading the aff. 
davit, 

Another affidavit, made by Mary Clark of Newgaic. 
sireet, was read, to the same effect as the foreguing, 

The Arrorney-Geveaar maiitaived that this was 4 
mere contrivance to impose on the Ceurt. The Prisoner 
had been four months in town, yet he does not call any 
witnesses to prove that he was insane, Ou the contrary, 
the observations just made by the Prisoner respectius his 


| papers, proved that hig wind was not only sane but was. 
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culine. 

Mr. Acvey maintained that the Prisoner was entitled to 
have his trial put off. With respect. to the cireanstance 
of not procpring those in. town to testifgdo his insanity, 
he said that every effort was-aved to procure the attend. 
ance of such persons, as weli as Drs, Simmons and Monro; 
but that one stated the impossibility of bis appearanc. vo- 
day, and no answer from the other, 

The Court thea consulted. for a short.time, when 

Sir Jawxns Manspiecp said, that the affidavits were not 
sifficient to induce them to put off the trial, particularly 
as they did not specify what mduced the prisoner to go lo 
Russian, and how his mind has been regarded since his re. 
turn, nyow two years. The motion was therefore refused, 
as neither of the affidavits did state that at the Ume when 
the crime was committed, he was iusaue. 

He was then arraigne!, and at the arraigning was a'- 
lowed to challenge any of the Jurors.éfhe thought fit.— 
Here the Counsel for the Crown challenged peremplorily 
one of the Jury of the same of Brown.— Me, Atcey ob- 
jected to the rightof the Crown to challenge, unless in 
cases of Hich Treason, - The objection was over-vuied. A 
Mr. Biany was thea objected to by the Crown, and the 
Jury were swora, who cupsisied: of the following per- 
$u0ns:i— 7 = 

Abraham Lee, William English, 
Daniel Heywood, Jahn Waters, 
Thomas Whittington, Chartes Russel, 
John Kenningion, “ James Oshorne, 
Thos. Jaggins, James King, 

Lee Waters, - Gearge Gay too, 

The indictment was then read, and Mr. Apaorr opened 
the pleadings, stating, that Joho Bellingham had ,comm't- 
ted the crime of murdering the, Right Hen, Spencer Per- 
civel, 

The Arvoryey Generar hegan by saying, that the 
painful task devolved on him of ‘calling the attention of 
the Court and Jury to the .case of the prisoner, He cva- 
jured them to cohsider, that justi¢e, and nut vengeaee’s 
to-day, was the object of this. prosecutions He aoe 
to the prisonar’s life and habits, and op the soyndacs © 
his mind in every transaction of his life, being selected by 
others to transact their basiness, as well as mauilesting I 
exercising a complete knowledge of bis own. He a 
some years ago lo Russia, and there, whether by bis sue 
duct or misconduct, he could not say, but he *# Ps 
prisencd, on which occasion he applied-for redress to Lo 
G. L. Gower and Mr. Sharpes but they could uot eng 
with the Government there, ‘anil-he afterwards retour: 


‘here, and went_into business, and found persons tv 1° 


Mr, Ail, 
appealed to the humanity and even justice uf the Coy : 












im, in Liverpool, as well to manage his 

i their me Then he took it into his 
entitled to remuneration, aud sought it 
t here. But no foundation being esta- 
uld warrant their consideration of him, his 
a i aeie He then endeavoured to appeal to 
ert ment, but nu person could be found who would un- 
ee ts the task, conceiving that he had not the least 
thie or right to any relief. He then applied to Mr. Per- 
eal, who found that he had not just ground of claim, and, 
if coat: resisted his suit, | From that moment the desire 
of revenge arose in his mind, aud murder was the crime he 
esptved on. Ile has been resident in this city for four or 
ge months, and the whole of that time he has been occu- 
picd in preparing himsclf for the horrit act. He informed 
himself of the time whoa Mr. Percival was in the habit of 
roiug to the House of Comimors, he provided himself with 
pistols, balls, and ammunition, and even had an alteration 
wade in his dress by the addition of a pocket extraordinary 
to contain one of the pistolsso provided, Ue placed him- 
self in such a situation as was best calculated uot only to 
commit the crime he had in view, but -also to elule the 
possibility ‘of prevention ; for he took his station immedi- 
ately within the outer door of the House of Commons, a 
spot precisely suited to meet every Member as he came 
ia, and perpetrate the deed without interruption, You 
will hear from the witnesses the account of this tragical 
event. Is he, or is he not, guilty of the horrid assassin- 
ation, is the simple question for the Jury, and on that you 
will decide ? In adverling hete to the bloody déed, the 


him, aod 
own as toc 
bead that he was 
from Goveramen 


Altorney General noticed the manner in which the prisoner | 


slways conducted biniself, to shew that ke was always of 
ofa sound mind, and completely so at the time that he 
committed the foul murder, Because he had done this 
one act, which was'an act of madness, ws it to be infer- 
red that he was deranged, mercly because he had com- 
milted so atrocious a deed, that no one else would have 
conmitted it? If go, then the consequence would be, 
that the magnitude ofthe crime would be an apotogy for it. 
The Learned Gentleman then stated the law of the case, 
ts it applies to sane and insane persons, The first sages 
who had written on erjminal law, had Jaid it dowo, that a 
man, though incapable of conducting his civil affairs, is 
crumually responsible if hé lias a mind capable of distia- 
gushing betwech right and wrong. There had been such 
tases, two of whiely be should notice. The first was of 
Mr. Arnold, for the ‘attempt to unifder Lord Onslow, in 
1723, The defence set up was, that Arnold was out of 
his mind, and several witnesses proved that he wasto a 
certain extent ineapable even from his ehildhood, every 
act of his life shewing a deficiency of utiderstanding, and 
that he Was not capable of managing either other people's 
afisies or his own, But it was proved that he had taken 
Op a causeless resentment against Lord Onslow, had made 
Ath pip for the deed, and it was held by the Jadge, 
on wiwithstanding his deficient nuderstanding, if be was 
dea of distinguishing between right and wrong, ‘he was 
at answerable, The Jury found him guilty:and he 

txeculed.—~The other case was that of Lord Rerrars’s 
Seward _Lord Perrars had taken ap 
fan ae8inst him, ‘and had 
mete to ‘insiant death. - 

to his house, put | ‘i 

trp took bien latee plratcveen oad etn, pe 
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proved that Lord Perrars was frequently insane, that many 
of his relations had died iusane, that his Solicitor was se 
convinced of his insanity that he refused to act For him, 
Medical men swore he was insane, bis relations declared 
that they would have taken out a commission of lunacy, 
but were afraid of their motives- being misrepresented. 
His Peers all declared with one consistent voice that he 
was guilty, and he was exccuted.~—These cases the Altor- 
ney General applied to the present, maintaining that if 
even insagity ia all his other acts had been manifest, yet 
the systematic correctness with which the prisoner con- 
trived the murder of Mr. Perceval, shewed a miod at the 
time capable of distinguishing right and wrong,.—Here 
there was no deficiency, as in the cases he had cited, and 
therefore he must iosist, that if the Jury thought with him, 
they mast find a verdict of Guilly, He concluded by ex- 
pressing his satisfaction, that this was an act not connected 
with any other persoa, but confined solely to the prisoner 
at the Bar. 

(Here Wm. Sinith, Esq. Gen. Gaseoyne, &-. &e. were 
examined, to prove the fact of the murder. Their evi- 
dence being of course the same as that given before the 
Coroner and the Magistrates, it is not repeated.) | 


Mr. Bellingham being valled ypoa for his defence, said 
he should leave it to his Counsel. We was informed that 
he mnuost make it himself, as he could nat be allowed Cotin- 
sel fur that purpose. Mr. Bellingham said he was pot pre- 
pared, as his papers had been kept from him,—~—The Av- 
vorney-Genewac said that the papers, if authenticated, 
might be given to the Prisoner.—They were then put into 
hig hands, and Mr. Bellingham having examined them for 
some time, then addressed the Juty in a speech of twa 
hours’ Jength. 

He said he should consider himself as a monster, neither 
fitted for this world nor the next, had he committed the 
act charged without sufficient provocation. He disclaimed 


‘the plea of insanity set up forhim, stating that it was the 


first time he had ever heard of such an allegation. He 
had heen driven to the act by a series of persecution 
much beyond human indurance. For eight years he had 
been the victim of oppression, and Government had left 
him unprotected abroad and unredressed at home. tu 
1804 he had gone to Russia for mercantile purposes, He 
had becu unjustly arrested there for a debt he never owed. 
The Governor of Archangel patrenized this arrest for pur- 
poses of extortion, He in vain applied to Sir Steptién 
Shairpe and Lord Gower: he was imprisoned fir six 
months, at afime when be was newly married, and Mrs. 
Bellingham, who was only 20 years of age, had an infant 
at her breast.—** Oh, my God! (he exclaimed) what a 
heart-sending scene that was!"—(Here Mr. B. was miuch 
“effected. )—He brought a charge against the Governor of 
Archangel for extortion. fostead of obtaining redress, he 
was criniinally arrested, and, te the eternal disgrace of hie 
country, ‘was frequently marched through the strecté with 
the vilest of crintinals, and confined for daysin a cell upon 
bread aid water, forthe purpose of extorting moavy. He 
was kept in this‘sitaation’fur years, while his wife, though 
in a pregnant state, was compelled to sail for and in 
a niost inélement season, without assistance or protes 


What could any man of common feeling dé; thus tora from - 
his family, illegally imprisoned in a foreign land, and re- 
fused all justice ?—At'length, after being made a bankrdpt, 
he was liberated by the interferénce ef Barquis Douglas, 

4 : , Pen 





for Lord Gower had left the country, leaving him without 
resource. It would have been fortunate for him had he 
bronght Lord Gower to that justice of which he seemed in- 
sensible, instead of the unfortunate Mr. Perceval.—HUe un- 
dersteed his Lordship was in Court (looking round) and be 
defied him to contradict these facts.— Arriving in England, 
utterly ruined, he applied to Mr. Perceval for rédress, 
who replied, Chat the time for receiving private Petitions 
in Patliament was over,—He Knew there was a time fixed 
for receiving private bills, ut private grievances ought at 
all times to be heard, or there was an end of justice.—-In 
this statement, therefore, he had been deceived by Mr. 
Perceval, though he wished to say well 6f the dead; and 
thus was bandied about from onc lo another without hope 
or prospect.—Let any of the Jury suppose this had been 
his own case, how would he haye felt or acted ?—Had he 
been a French subject in St. Petersburgh, the French Mi- 
uister would have interfered on the instant and seen him 
redressed. That he was thus abandoned, was a subject of 
astonishinent and derision lo every foreigner in Russia.— 
Wearied with applyiag to the public offices, he petitioucd 
the Prince Regent, and was referred tothe Privy Council, 
who ceferred hiny to Pasliamest. Mr. Ryder referred: bim 
to Mr. Perceval, and Mr. Perceval to Mr. Ryder. His 
petition being of a pecuniary nature, could not be pre- 
seated to Parliament without the sarction of the Minister, 
and this sanction Mr. Perceval would not give.—Uader 
such circumstances, totally ruined, with a family looking 
ia vain te bim for support, what was be to do?—He had 
sought for justice iv every possible quarter, and findlag 
pene, he had determined to take it into his own hands.— 
This was the only resource against the oppressions of the 
great; for the laws of society were intended to afford equal 
justice, and if this could not be vbtained, society was at an 
end.—He had given notice at Bow-strect that he should 
tuke justice into his own hands, and had asked Mr. Read 
to inake this knuwn to the Treasury,which it was his duly 
t» have done, He believed he had so done; fur applying 
fer the last time there, he was told he might take what 
measures he pleased.— This he had done, having first cx- 
hausted every mode of procuring legal redress. —Mr, Per- 
ceval had refused this, and had thus trampled Moth on 
law and justice, To the gbslinacy of Ministers was owing 
this fatal catastrophe, ang vot to any personal malice.— 
What other resource had he left; and what would become 
vf the liberties of the country, if Ministers could refuse jus- 
tice when they pleased, and leave their subjects to be im- 
prisoned, disgraced, and ruined ?-—What he had done was 
“ mite to a mountain, compared with what Gevermnent 
had done to him; ject. he must be scent to the gallows, 
whilst his oppressors walked Iree.. Poaple were bound to 
wbey Government only as Govermacnt protected thom ;— 
and he trusted that this event would de a. serious lesson 
and warning to future Ministers hew they denied jus- 
tice.—-Men in power most be made fo feel, or there 
would be an end to all security,—Every boshond and 
father mast feel for his situation. Rather than suffer 
as he had for the last cight years, he would dic five 
hundred deaths, and far from shrinking with horror 
from the grave, he should welcome it as a refuge from 
pain and sorrow, as the weary traveller welcomed a resting 
place.—tHe had nv more to say, The question on which 
they had to decide, would remain with God and their con- 
scicnces, 
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Mr. Acie here called three witnesses to prove Mr. Bell. 
ingham'sinsanity.—Jrs, Billot, who deposed that his fai). 
died insane in Titchfield-street, and that the prisoner aly, 
seeined insane when he talked of his Russian affairs ;—jf,, 
Clarke, who had deemed-him insane since his retura fro. 
Russia; and Cath. Biggs, aservant, residing in Millman-stree) 
who thought he was much hurried in. his answers, particu. 
larly on Munday last. She said, however, that he had bees 
twiec at church, at the Foundling, last Sunday, and was 
Writing Iclters on Monday morning. 

Sir J. Mawnsrreco ‘shortly summed up The prisoner 
was.iudicted for the murder of: Me. Perceval, a name dear 
to every Kuglishman; (here his Lordship seemed much 
affected) but the Jury were to consider it as a case of the 
meanest subject. The law knew no distinction of persons. 
They had to decide whether Mr. Perceval died by a pista! 
snot,—whelher the prisuncr fired that shot,—and whether 
he was in a save mind, so as to know what he was about 
when he fired ?—1is Lordship concluded by telling the 
Jury, that if the prisoner, at the line he fired the pistol, 
knew right from wrong, he was a fit object fer criminal 
justiec. 7 

‘The Jury withdrew for a. quarter of an hour, and te. 
turned with a verdict of Guilty. 

The Recorver then pronounced an eulogy on Mr. Per- 
ceval, and the sentence of death on the prisoner, who was 
ordered to be hanged ou Monday ,—and his body to be ana- 
toinizeds—a sentence which Mr. Bellingham heard with 
the ulmost composure. ; 

{ The trial lasted eight hours.—Whea_ the prisoner was 
put to the bar, he appeared a little affected, but aot at ail 
dismayed. [He made a profound bow to the Court, and 
was altogether calin and collected.——While at the bar, he 
looked at the assembly with a curious eye.—He was dres- 
sed in a brown great coat, yellow striped waistcvat, and 
nankecn trowsers.—Afler standing some hours, he aske! 
for the indulgence of a chair ;—the reqvyest was granted, 
and he seated himself; apparently auch at case, He 
frequently took up some leaves which were strewed at tic 
bar, which he oftcn handled and smelled. —During one of the 
pauses which occurred, he tovk an orange from his pockct 
and ite it. —Horse-guards were stationed acar Blackfriars 
bridge during the trial] 4 
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MARRIAGES, 

On Saturday the Oil uli., at St. Mary-le-bone Cherch, Mr. 
Charles Brown, of Leicester, to Sarah Masilda, young! 
daughter of Simeon Bull, Esq. of Holles-street, Cavents?- 
square, ’ 


‘8 
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DEATHS. 
On Tuesday, in Sloane-square, Mr. Jobo Cart Burge, 


LArtist.—-flie loss (snys a Correspondent,) will be deeply be 


mented by an extensive circle of friends, 

On Wednesday evening; the Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Ely 
fell down in an apopletic ht, add suddenly expired. ie wee 
in such perfect health, that his Lady, Mes. Dampier, »* * 
the Concert of Sacred Musictwhen the melageholy eveot tov* 


place, : ° 
On Saturday week, at Tiv Devon, James Nison, Es 
aged 71, A. R. A. Limner to the Prince Regeat, aod priacips 
Miniatnre Painter to the Dachess.of York, 
Oo Toestay last, at Brownsea Castle, Devan, Charles Sir 
Esq., brother-ig law ef the Barl of Shaftesbury. 


—— 
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